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Seizing  control 
of  the  FDA 

ACT  NOW  puts  the  disobedience  back  in  civil 
disobedience 


“Where  there  is  power  there  is 
resistance.. .A  plurality  of  resistances, 
spread  over  time  and  space...  And  it  is 
doubtless  the  strategic  codification  of  these 
points  of  resistance  that  makes  a  revolution 
possible.” 

—  From  Michel  Foucault’s  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.  The  philosopher  died  of 
AIDS  in  1986. 

By  Chris  Bull 

ROCKVILLE,  Md.  —  Nearly  1500  AIDS 
activists  Oct.  11  “seized  control”  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration’s  (FDA) 
suburban  Maryland  headquarters,  de¬ 
manding  the  release  of  experimental 
AIDS  drugs.  Renaming  the  20-floor 
building  the  “Federal  Death  Administra¬ 
tion,”  the  protesters  attempted  to  penetrate 
all  five  entrances  to  the  building,  but  were 
blocked  by  police  who  barricaded  the  doors. 
Several  hundred  employees  could  not  go  to 
work,  and  176  protesters,  many  of  whom 
were  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  were  ar¬ 
rested.  Those  arrested  were  charged  with 
loitering  and  released  after  paying  a  $25 
fine. 

In  what  organizers  called  the  most 
dramatic  act  of  civil  disobedience  (CD)  dur¬ 
ing  the  AIDS  crisis,  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion  to  Unleash  Power)  chapters  and  activist 
groups  from  15  cities  around  the  country 
stopped  traffic  on  two  nearby  roads,  smash¬ 
ed  police  barricades  and  blocked  buses  car¬ 
rying  arrested  protesters.  A  few  entered  the 
building  by  breaking  a  window,  but  Mont¬ 
gomery  County  police  quickly  sealed  off  the 
area.  The  day-long  protest  began  at  7  a.m. 
when  police  arrested  a  protester  spray¬ 
painting  the  Rockville  subway  station  and 
ended  nearly  ten  hours  later  when  baton- 
wielding  riot  cops  dragged  off  a  protester 
who  blocked  traffic  leaving  the  FDA  park¬ 
ing  lot. 

“We  put  the  disobedience  back  in  civil 
disobedience,”  said  Margaret  Cerullo  of  the 
Boston  activist  group  MASS  ACT  OUT.  “It 
was  an  incredibly  powerful  and  creative  ac¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  way  the  FDA  or  the  media 
could  miss  what  we  had  to  say  —  no  more 
business  as  usual.”  She  said  the  CD  was 
even  more  dramatic  than  last  year’s  protest 
at  the  Supreme  Court  where  police  left  little 
room  for  creative  protest. 

ACT  NOW  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Network, 
Organize  and  Win),  the  national  network  of 
ACT  UP  chapters  and  other  activist  groups 
that  organized  the  CD,  delivered  the  follow¬ 
ing  list  of  demands  to  the  FDA,  which  is  the 
federal  agency  with  the  authority  to  grant 
licenses  for  drugs: 

•  Release  the  drugs.  More  than  100  drugs 
have  been  identified  as  showing  promise 
against  AIDS  and  AIDS-related  illnesses. 
Yet  these  drugs  are  being  kept  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  whose  very  lives  they  might  save  by  the 
FDA’s  sluggish  drug  approval  process. 

•  Open  the  trials.  Only  5000  of  the  1 .5 
million  people  infected  with  HIV  [a  virus 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS]  are 
in  federally-sponsored  drug  trials.  Because 
so  few  treatments  have  been  approved,  these 


experimental  trials  are  often  the  only 
available  treatment  for  the  people  infected. 
The  trials  must  be  expanded  to  include  not 
only  gay  men  but  all  people  infected  with 
HIV:  women,  IV-drug  users,  people  of  col¬ 
or,  prisoners,  hemophiliacs,  and  children. 

•  Guarantee  freedom  of  information.  A 
national  registry  must  be  set  up  to  list  ac¬ 
curate,  current  and  comprehensive  data  on 
all  AIDS  drug  trials. 

After  the  protest,  FDA  officials  claimed 
that  drugs  cannot  be  released  before  they 
undergo  a  time-consuming  approval  pro¬ 
cess.  Brad  Stone,  spokesperson  for  the 
FDA,  told  GOV  that  consumers  need  to  be 
protected  from  dangerous  drugs.  He  said, 
however,  that  the  FDA  is  set  to  release  a  new 
policy  which  it  claims  will  streamline  the 
drug-approval  process  (see  GCN,  Vol.  16, 
No.  13).  “The  protesters  have  every  right  to 
be  angry.  The  FDA  respects  their  concerns 
but  we  cannot  release  drugs  before  they  have 
been  studied  properly,”  said  Stone.  Eight 
years  into  the  epidemic  the  FDA  has  licensed 
only  two  drugs  for  AIDS  —  trimetrexate 
and  AZT.  Stone  said  the  FDA  was  “looking 
into”  ACT  NOW’s  other  demands. 

Urvashi  Vaid,  an  ACT  NOW  spokesper¬ 
son  and  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  staff  member,  angrilly  rebutted  the 
FDA’s  claims.  “We  are  not  trying  to  get  rid 
of  the  drug  regulation  process.  We  are  ask¬ 
ing  for  limited  access  to  drugs  for  life- 
threatening  illness.  The  FDA  is  trying  to 
make  us  look  like  desperate  people  pro¬ 
moting  irrational  policies.”  Still,  said  Vaid, 
the  protest  suceeded  in  getting  ACT  NOW’s 
message  out.  Coverage  of  the  action  appear¬ 
ed  on  local  and  national  television  networks 
and  in  most  of  the  major  newspapers  in  the 
country. 

The  protest  was  the  last  in  a  series  of 
public  actions  focused  on  AIDS  issues  dur¬ 
ing  Oct.  7-11,  a  year  after  the  huge  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 
Other  events  included:  a  candlelight  vigil 
organized  by  the  NAMES  Project,  at  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  commemorating  the  lives 
of  those  who  have  died  of  AIDS;  a  rally  at 
the  Health  and  Human  Services  headquar¬ 
ters  (see  story,  p.  3);  an  AIDS  teach-in  and 
conference  sponsored  by  ACT  NOW  (see 
coverage  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  GCN)\ 
and  a  raucous  pre-CD  meeting  the  night 
before  the  demo.  At  the  emotional  pre-CD 
meeting  25  CD  affinity  groups  revealed  their 
plans  to  thunderous  ovations  from  the 
crowd  packed  into  All  Saints  Church.  CD 
organizers  at  the  meeting  said  they  hoped  to 
turn  the  emotional  power  of  the  NAMES 
Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt,  on  display  at 
the  Ellipse  all  weekend,  into  action.  “Show 
your  anger  to  the  people  who  helped  make 
the  Quilt  possible:  our  government,”  urged 
ACT  NOW  literature.  “Let’s  make  this  an 
event  the  FDA  will  never  forget,”  ACT 
NOW  spokesperson  Sue  Hyde  told  the  pro¬ 
testers,  who  burst  into  a  chant  of  “ACT 
UP,  Fight  Back,  Fight  AIDS.” 

The  CD  itself  dazzled  with  guerrilla 
theater.  As  some  FDA  workers  inside  the 
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Reflections  from  D.C. 


Administration  found 
guilty  of  criminal  neglect 

ACT  NOW  stages  hard-hitting  mock  trial  at  Health  and 
Human  Services 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  It  was  a  mock 
trial  both  satirical  and  deadly  serious.  On 
Oct.  10,  the  eve  of  the  massive  AIDS 
demonstration  and  civil  disobedience  at  the 
offices  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (see  story,  pg.  1),  presiding  “judge” 
Carol  Leigh  from  ACT  UP/San  Francisco 
declared  President  Ronald  Reagan  and  his 
cohorts  guilty  of  criminal  neglect  and 
murder  in  connection  with  over  41,000 
deaths  and  widespread  human  suffering  due 
to  AIDS.  Leigh  —  a  working  prostitute,  sex 
radical  and  prostitutes’  rights  advocate  — 
announced  the  “verdict”  outside  the  Health 
and  Human  Services  (HHS)  building  in 
D.C.,  where  nearly  400  people  rallied  to  de¬ 
mand  that  the  HHS  respond  adequately  and 
appropriately  to  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

The  crowd  of  AIDS  activists,  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their  supporters  cheered  the 
pronouncement  by  Leigh,  who  addressed 
the  gathering  draped  in  an  outrageously 
star-spangled  red,  white  and  blue  gown.  As 
the  late  afternoon  rally  proceeded,  tinged 
with  street  theater  and  punctuated  by  out¬ 
bursts  of  pent-up  anger,  Leigh  introduced 
many  witnesses  who  supported  the  claim 
that  Reagan,  his  administration  and  the 
U.S.  Congress  are  guilty  of  multiple  crimes 
against  humanity.  Rally  participants  carried 
placards  charging  a  host  of  other  public 
figures  —  including  Dan  Quayle,  Jerry 
Falwell,  Phyllis  Schlafly  and  Ed  Meese  — 
with  criminal  neglect  and  murder  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

“The  people’s  tribunal  is  in  session!” 
thundered  Leigh.  “Ronald  Reagan  and 
Congress  have  failed  to  launch  a  compas¬ 
sionate  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  There  is 
no  defense  for  this  sort  of  neglect!” 

Specifically,  the  charges  against  Reagan 
addressed  at  the  HHS  demonstration  in¬ 
clude: 

•  a  failure  to  provide  leadership  in  the 
face  of  the  most  devastating  health  epidemic 


in  fifty  years; 

•  permitting  over  41,000  deaths  and  the 
infection  of  1.5  million  others  because  he 
does  not  value  their  lives  and  health; 

•  ignoring  and  then  failing  to  implement 
the  recommendations  of  his  own  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  HIV  Epidemic;  and 

•  not  supporting  the  U.S.  Surgeon 
General’s  proposals  for  comprehensive  and 
effective  prevention  education. 

“Ronald  Reagan  has  caused  inestimable 
human  suffering,”  said  John  Thomas  from 
the  Dallas-based  Gay  Urban  Truth  Squad 
(GUTS).  Thomas,  who  served  as  “pro¬ 
secuting  attorney”  at  the  mock  trial,  con¬ 
tinued,  “Reagan  has  responded  with  callous 
indifference  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  and  failed  to 
apply  the  resources  of  the  government  to 
end  the  epidemic.” 

In  view  of  these  charges,  rally  organizers 
delivered  a  lengthy  list  of  demands  directed 
at  Reagan  and  the  HHS.  The  list  focused  on 
five  principal  demands:  a  national  health 
care  system  which  serves  all  people  in  the 
country,  regardless  of  ability  to  pay;  the 
elimination  of  all  arbitrary'  and  life- 
threatening  distinctions  between  AIDS, 
ARC  and  HIV-infection;  the  inclusion  of 
representatives  from  communities  affected 
by  AIDS  at  all  levels  of  decision-making  for 
HIV-related  research,  treatment,  education 
and  funding  programs;  an  end  to  all 
discriminatory  practices  and  policies  against 
people  with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV- 
infection,  their  partners  and  their  children; 
and  comprehensive,  culturally  sensitive 
prevention  education  about  AIDS  that  is 
positive  and  explicit  about  sexuality,  in¬ 
cluding  lesbian  and  gay  sexuality. 

Participants  in  the  mock  trial  elaborated 
on  some  of  these  demands,  and  spoke  of 
their  experiences  as  people  with  AIDS,  ARC 
or  HIV-infection,  or  as  people  involved  in 
the  AIDS  activist  movement.  “Witnesses” 
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NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I’m  late  [for  work]  because  I  was  at  a 
demonstration  at  the  FDA  (Food  and  Drug 
Administration).  We  were  protesting  the 
government’s  inaction  on  AIDS.  It  was  im¬ 
portant  for  me  to  be  there  because  I  happen 
to  be  a  member  of  a  group  that’s  concerned 
with  this  issue. ..I’m  a  lesbian.” 

—  Andrea  Weatherhead,  a  lesbian 
recording  engineer,  to  her  straight  male  co¬ 
worker  on  Oct.  11,  the  day  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  at  FDA  headquarters  and  National 
Coming  Out  Day.  The  co-worker  reacted  by 
saying  “ You’re  kidding,  ”  to  which  Weath¬ 
erhead,  dad  in  an  Action  =  Life  t-shirt, 
responded,  “No,  really,  I’m  a  lesbian.  ” 

Women’s  music  star 
to  hold  fundraiser 
for  reproductive 
rights 

BOSTON  —  Deidre  McCalla,  a  singer- 
songwriter-guitarist  who  has  received  na¬ 
tional  acclaim  as  a  folk,  jazz  and  R  &  B  ar¬ 
tist,  will  be  performing  in  an  evening  of 
music  and  celebration  sponsored  by  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  Women  (NOW)  on  Oct.  22  at  8  p.m. 
The  concert,  which  will  be  held  at  Harvard 


Deidre  McCalla 


University’s  Paine  Hall,  is  one  in  a  series  of 
events  scheduled  this  month  to  raise  public 
awareness  about  the  importance  of  women’s 
right  to  choose  abortion,  and  the  threat  pos¬ 
ed  by  the  increasingly  conservative  political 
influences  during  the  Reagan  Administra¬ 
tion. 

October  was  chosen  by  the  Committee  for 
Reproductive  Freedom  (CRF)  as  a  month 
for  demonstrations  addressing  abortion 
issues  after  Operation  Rescue,  a  nationwide 
anti-abortion  movement,  declared  Oct.  29 
as  “National  Day  of  Rescue.”  Operation 
Rescue  is  known  for  its  on  site  demonstra¬ 
tions  at  health  clinics  where  abortions  are 
performed  —  the  group  plans  to  be  in 
Boston  on  Oct.  29. 

CRF  is  comprised  of  the  Alliance  Against 
Women’s  Oppression,  Boston  NOW  and 
the  Reproductive  Rights  Network. 

For  information  about  the  Deidre  McCalla 
concert,  or  further  information  about  the 
abortion  rights  actions,  call  Boston  NOW 
at  (617)  782-1056. 

□  Judy  Harris 

Oregonians  asked  to 
cast  vote  for 
homophobia 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  Oregon  voters  will 
be  asked  on  Nov.  8  to  revoke  a  governor’s 
executive  order  banning  sexual-orientation 
discrimination  and  replace  it  with  a  statute 
encouraging  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

Ballot  Measure  No.  8,  drafted  by  the 
Oregon  Citizen  Alliance  (OCA),  proposes  a 
new  law  that  reads  in  part,  “No  state  official 
shall  forbid  the  taking  of  any  personnel  ac¬ 
tion  against  any  state  employee  based  on  the 
sexual  orientation  of  such  employee.”  The 
measure  is  a  response  to  Oregon  Gov.  Neil 
Goldschmidt’s  October  1987  executive  or¬ 
der  banning  discrimination  in  employment 


or  in  the  provision  of  state  services  in  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  branch  of  state  government. 

The  OCA,  comprised  of  far  right  wing 
Republicans  and  fundamentalist  Christians, 
organized  a  petition  drive  concentrated  in 
shopping  malls  and  fundamentalist  church¬ 
es  where  they  displayed  a  large  banner  that 
stated,  “No  Special  Rights  for  Homosex¬ 
uals.” 

Several  Oregon  newspapers,  including  the 
Eugene  Register-Guard  and  Corvallis 
Gazette-Times,  urged  voters  not  to  sign  the 
petition.  In  an  editorial,  the  Register-Guard 
stated  the  proposed  measure  would  “create 
a  special  right  —  the  right  to  freely  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  homosexuals.”  Gov.  Gold¬ 
schmidt  also  spoke  out  against  the  measure, 
terming  it  a  “license  to  hunt  gays.”  Despite 
the  criticism,  the  OCA  collected  116,000 
signatures,  twice  the  number  required  to 
place  an  initiative  on  the  ballot. 

Many  observers  said  passage  of  the 
measure  will  have  national  repercussions. 
Congressional  Rep.  Barney  Frank, 
(D.-Mass.)  said  “We’ve  been  making  pro¬ 
gress  here  in  Washington  on  federal  gay 
rights  legislation  because  we  have  been  able 
to  convince  members  of  Congress  that  pre¬ 
judice  against  gays  has  diminished  among 
the  electorate.  Passage  of  Measure  8  in  a 
state  like  Oregon  would  be  disastrous 
because  of  the  message  it  would  send  Con¬ 
gress.” 

Cathy  Siemens,  deputy  campaign  director 
of  Oregonians  for  Fairness,  a  group  organ¬ 
ized  to  defeat  the  homophobic  measure 
said,  “If  Measure  No.  8  wins  in  Oregon  this 
November,  every  gay  person  in  America 
loses.  No  one  can  afford  to  let  the  Moral 
Majority  have  their  way  in  this  election.” 

Oregonians  for  Fairness  was  formed  dur¬ 
ing  the  OCA’s  petition  campaign.  Terry 
Bean,  fundraising  co-chair  for  Oregonians 
for  Fairness,  said  if  the  measure  passed,  it 
“will  set  back  the  gay  rights  struggle  in 
Oregon  10  years,  ...  and  be  viewed  as  a 
bellwether  in  the  other  49  states.” 

Both  sides  of  the  initiative  battle  vow  to 
raise  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  for 
what  promises  to  be  the  most  visible  and 
hard-fought  ballot  measure  campaigns  in 
Oregon.  Oregonians  for  Fairness  is  seeking 
contributions  from  concerned  people  not 
only  in  Oregon,  but  also  in  other  states. 
“Truthfully,  the  money  we  raise  from  out  of 
state  could  make  the  difference  between 
winning  and  losing  this  campaign,”  Bean 
said. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  defeat 
Measure  No.  8  or  to  make  a  contribution, 
contact  Oregonians  for  Fairness,  898  S.E. 
Stark  St.,  Portland,  OR  97214,  or  call  (503) 
231-3913. 

□  John  Dooley 

$1.1  million 
settlement  for  the 
Ray  family 

TAMPA,  Fla.  —  The  family  of  three  HIV 
antibody-positive  hemophiliac  boys  has 
reached  an  out-of-court  settlement  with  the 
school  board  that  barred  them  from  atten¬ 
ding  school,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 
The  Ray  family,  whose  home  in  Arcadia, 
Florida  was  destroyed  in  an  unsolved  arson 
fire  Aug.  28,  1987,  received  a  $1.1  million 
settlement. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Canadian  church 
gives  nod  to  les/gay 
ministers 

VANCOUVER  —  The  United  Church  of 
Canada,  the  largest  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion  in  Canada,  decided  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  can  become  ministers  in  the 
860,000  member  church.  After  a  marathon 
debate  on  Aug.  24,  the  resolution  allowing 
gay  ministers  passed  by  a  58  percent  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  400  delegate  general  council.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Newark  Star-Ledger,  all 
Christians  “regardless  of  sexual 
orientation”  are  now  eligible  for  the 
ministry,  but  it  is  up  to  the  individual  con¬ 
gregation  whether  to  ordain  an  openly  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  minister. 

A  spokesperson  for  United  Church,  Art 
Jones,  said  he  believed  this  was  the  first  time 
any  major  Canadian  church  has  passed  such 
a  recommendation.  The  church  was  formed 
in  1925  from  a  merger  of  Canada’s 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Congrega¬ 
tional  churches.  Jones  also  noted,  “There’s 


lots  of  ordained  clergy  who  are  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  but  they  never  said  they  were  and 
nobody  asked  them.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 
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Guilty 
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included  Billy  Jones,  a  Black  gay  activist 
and  health  educator  with  the  Whitman- 
Walker  Clinic  in  D.C.,  who  spoke  of  the 
“hundreds  of  thousands  of  prisoners  in¬ 
carcerated  for  acts  of  love  [being  gay  or  les¬ 
bian].”  Jones  reminded  the  crowd  to  protest 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  with  AIDS,  ARC 
and  HIV-infection,  who  are  routinely 
isolated,  ostracized  and  denied  medical  care 
and  AIDS  education. 

Another  speaker,  Margy  Eduardo  of 
ACT  UP/Los  Angeles,  introduced  the 
gathering  to  a  newly-forming  coalition  call¬ 
ed  PISD  (or  “pissed”):  People  with  Im¬ 
mune  System  Disorders.  Eduardo  described 
herself  as  a  person  with  chronic  fatigue  syn¬ 
drome,  a  disease  she  said  was  recognized  as 
“legitimate”  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC).  Calling  her  symptoms 
similar  to  those  of  ARC,  Eduardo,  who  is 
bisexual,  stressed  the  importance  of 
establishing  support  networks  among  the 
diverse  groups  of  people  affected  by  im¬ 
mune  system  disorders. 

Terry  Beswick,  who  helped  found  the  San 
Francisco  buyer’s  clubs  (an  underground 
movement  to  secure  unapproved  drug 
treatments  for  people  with  AIDS,  ARC  and 
HIV-infection),  also  spoke  during  the  mock 
trial.  Beswick,  now  president  of  the  San 
Francisco  Community  Research  Alliance, 
said,  “We  are  not  messing  around.  We  are 
seizing  control  through  community  em¬ 
powerment.  We  are  combatting  the  death 
and  carnage  of  the  Reagan  administration. 
Through  research,  chemistry,  homework, 
smuggling,  we  will  survive.  We  are  strong.” 

Speaker  Vito  Russo,  a  New  York  writer, 
film  critic  and  gay  activist,  roused  the  crowd 
with  impassioned  words  of  anger.  Calling 
himself  a  person  with  AIDS  who  “is  not  dy¬ 
ing,”  Russo  continued,  “If  I’m  dying  of 
anything,  it’s  of  homophobia.  If  I’m  dying 
of  anything,  it’s  of  racism.  If  I’m  dying  of 
anything,  it’s  of  indifference  and  red  tape. 
...and  of  that  moron  who  calls  himself  the 
President  of  the  United  States!”  Russo  fur¬ 
ther  chastized  the  media  and  “opportunistic 
politicians,”  then  caused  some  murmurs  of 
dissent  from  the  audience  when  he  criticized 
“crazies  on  the  Right  and  on  the  Left.” 
(Russo  later  told  GCN  that  his  comment 
about  the  Left  referred  specifically  to  sec¬ 
tarian  groups  that  he  felt  were  attempting  to 
infiltrate  and  take  advantage  of  the  AIDS 
activist  movement.) 

The  HHS  rally  was  just  one  in  a  series  of 
AIDS-related  actions  and  events  that  took 
place  in  D.C.  from  Oct.  7-11.  Participants 
traveled  from  across  the  U.S.  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  one  year  anniversary  of  the 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  visit  the  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt, 
celebrate  National  Coming  Out  Day  (Oct. 
11),  attend  AIDS  activist  conferences  and 
confront  the  U.S.  government’s  failure  to 
respond  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  HHS 
demonstration  was  loud,  angry,  and 
spirited;  the  plaza  awash  with  pink  triangles, 
Silence  =  Death  stickers,  “AIDS-Gate” 
t-shirts  and  other  striking  paraphernalia  of 
the  increasingly  militant  AIDS  activist 
movement.  Most  rowdy  was  the  contingent 
from  ACT  UP/New  York,  a  crowd  of  a 
couple  hundred  strong  that  lingered  after 
the  rally  to  strategize  for  the  next  morning’s 
civil  disobedience. 

The  demonstration  at  the  HHS,  which 
was  coordinated  by  ACT  NOW,  a  national 
coalition  of  AIDS  activists,  included  music 
by  the  Flirtations  and  Cathy  Fink,  and 
political  satire  from  Boston’s  gay  theater 
troupe,  the  United  Fruit  Company.  The 
mock  trial  was  introduced  by  Sue  Hyde  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  Affinity  groups  from  various 
cities  —  including  Queer  and  Present 
Danger,  the  Delta  Queens  and  Formica  Fags 
(Faggots  Organized  to  Resist  Militarism  and 
Intervention  in  Central  America/Fighting 
AIDS  Group)  —  attended  the  demo,  with 
banners  and  pickets  displayed  jauntily 
towards  passing  traffic.  The  rally  was  a  live¬ 
ly  —  and  livid  —  foreshadowing  of  the  Oct. 
1 1  civil  disobedience.  □ 
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RICHARD  CONNORS 

Attorney  at  Law 

General  Legal  Practice 
Personal  Injuries 
Real  Estate 
Business  Law 

Call  or  write  for  further 
information  on  relationship 
agreements  and  durable 
power  of  attorney  for  the 
protection  of  committed 
couples. 

140  UNION  ST.,  LYNN,  MA 
01902 

617/593-4146 


WHEN  WAS  THE 
LAST  TIME  YOU 
GOT  CHANGE  FROM 
YOUR  DOLLAR? 


When  you  give  to  Community  Works, 
we  put  your  money  to  work  for  people, 
justice,  and  social  change: 

•  Creating  affordable  child  care 
options  for  low-income  families 

•  Ending  violence  against  women 

•  Fighting  AIDS-related  discrimination 

•  and  much,  much  more 

IT'S  TIME  TO  PUT  YOUR  MONEY 
TO  WORK  FOR  CHANGE. 

Donate  through  payroll  deduction 

jJUml 

Blmml 

COMMUNITY 

WORKS 


or  directly  to: 

COMMUNITY  WORKS 
25  West  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  423-9555 


LXZZZ 


FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

SWEET  HONEY 
IN  THE  ROCK 
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CHERYL  WHEELER 
ELLEN  McILWAINE 

Sunday  October  30th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  ^ 

3  &  8  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


QUEEN  IDA 

&  HER  CAJUN  ZYDECO  BAND 


CASSELBERRY-DUPREE 
DIANNE  DAVIDSON 
PATSY  MONTANA 

Saturday  November  5th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  Y 

5  &  9  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


A  night  of  warmth  and  fine  music 
with 

BARBARA 
HIGBIE 

an*  JOHN 
MeCUTCHEON 

Saturday  December  3rd 
Arlington  Town  Hall 

6  &  9  PM  $15  general  admission 


Berklee  Box  Office,  Out-of-Town  Tickets 
in  Harvard  Square,  Sandy’s  Music  in 
Cambridge,  Wood  &  Strings  Music  in 
Arlington,  all  Strawberries  and  Tlcketron 


Convicted  Boston  cops 
get  light  sentences 

Probe  of  corruption  likely  to  yield  more  indictments 


Demonstrators  at  Westin  Hotel,  Oct.  6 


Protest  of  Law  award 
ends  in  arrests 

Gay  men  busted  for  chanting  in  ballroom  where  Cardinal 
received  Anti-Defamation  League  honor 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  seven  current  and 
former  Boston  police  detectives  convicted 
last  month  of  extorting  thousands  of  dollars 
from  bar  and  nightclub  owners  —  including 
gay  club  proprietors  —  were  sentenced  on 
Oct.  1 1  to  prison  terms  ranging  from  two  to 
five  years.  Federal  prosecutors,  who  have 
been  investigating  the  case  since  the  early 
’80s,  had  sought  sentences  of  up  to  20  years 
in  prison  and  a  $250,000  fine  for  each  count 
of  extortion  against  the  cops,  in  what  has 
been  called  the  biggest  police  corruption 
probe  in  Boston  history.  [See  GCN,  Vol.  16, 
No.  12.]  In  announcing  the  lesser  sentences 
to  a  crowded  courtroom.  Judge  A.  David 
Mazzone  cited  the  officers’  allegedly  im¬ 
pressive  service  records  and  said  the 
sentences  would  still  alert  those  “who  would 
follow  the  example  of  these  defendants.” 

While  prosecutors  tossed  bitter  remarks 
to  the  press  and  continued  to  characterize 
the  convicted  cops  as  brazen  lawbreakers, 
over  30  off-duty  Boston  police  officers 
gathered  outside  the  U.S.  District  Court  to 
protest  the  sentencing  of  their  colleagues.  A 
representative  of  the  Boston  Police  Detec¬ 
tives  union  read  a  statement  accusing  the 
prosecution  of  offering  special  protection  to 
witnesses  in  exchange  for  testimony;  the 
statement  also  claimed  that  the  detectives 
were  the  “victims  of  a  terrible  injustice  by 
overzealous  prosecutors.” 

Jeremiah  T.  O’Sullivan,  who  heads  the 
Justice  Department’s  New  England  Strike 
Force,  called  the  statement  “one  of  the  most 
scurrilous  pieces  of  trash  I  have  ever  read,” 
according  to  the  Boston  Globe.  O’Sullivan 
said,  “The  arrogance  of  many  police  detec- 

FDA 

Continued  from  page  I 

building  stared  down  through  windows, 
Peter  Staley  of  the  PISD  (People  with  Im¬ 
mune  System  Disorders)  affinity  group  for 
ACT  UP/New  York  eluded  police  and 
climbed  onto  a  ledge  above  the  first  floor  en¬ 
trance  and  unfurled  a  25-foot  SILEN¬ 
CE  =  DEATH  banner.  While  350 
helmeted  police  officers  —  many  wearing 
latex  gloves  —  looked  on,  Staley  set  off 
several  smoke  bombs. 

The  dramatic  and  often  spontaneous 
demonstration  also  featured  the  burning  of 
a  Ronald  Reagan  effigy  and  an  ACT 
UP/New  York  mock-pharmacy  selling  il¬ 
legal  AIDS  drugs.  Cary  Stegall  of  ACT 
UP/New  York  said  the  pharmacy  dramatiz¬ 
ed  the  FDA’s  failure  to  license  effective  and 
safe  drugs  such  as  dextran  sulfate.  “We 
have  to  go  to  Japan  to  get  the  drug  and  sell  it 
on  the  underground  markets  because  the 
FDA  has  its  head  in  the  sand,”  said  Stegall. 
ACT  UP/New  York  also  staged  a  die-in 
with  mock  tombstones,  some  of  which  read: 
“1987-1988.  Never  had  a  chance,”  “Dead: 
As  a  person  of  color  I  was  exempt  from  drug 
trials,”  and  “I  got  the  placebo.  R.I.P.” 

A  myriad  of  creatively  named  affinity 
groups  —  Wild,  Wild  West  from  Los 
Angeles,  Stop  Blocking  Treatments  from 
New  York,  Nobody’s  Nasty  Little  Secret 
from  Boston  and  Purple  Rage  from  San 
Francisco  —  circled  the  building  looking  for 
ways  to  get  in.  They  plastered  windows  with 
Silence  =  Death  stickers  and  chanted 
“FDA  don’t  delay,  52  will  die  today,”  and 
“History  will  recall,  Reagan  and  Bush  did 
nothing  at  all.” 

Wave  Three  from  ACT  UP/New  York, 
whose  members  were  among  the  third  wave 
of  arrests  at  ACT  UP/New  York’s  Wall 
Street  CD  last  year,  wore  white  laboratory 
coats  with  a  satirical  red  logo  reading, 
“Biohazard:  The  New  Center  for  Drugs  and 
Biologies.”  The  group  also  distributed  a 
mock-FDA  memo  announcing  the  end  to 
placebo  trials,  protocols  open  to  all  and  new 
FDA  headquarters  staffed  entirely  by  AIDS 
activists. 

See  Red,  also  from  ACT  UP/New  York, 
wore  white  coats  with  blood  red  hand  prints 
on  the  front.  One  member  of  See  Red  had 
written  on  the  back  of  his  coat:  “This  demo 
made  possible  in  part  by  a  generous  profit 
margin  of  Burroughs-Wellcome,  Lyphomed 
and  the  FDA.“  (Burroughs-Wellcome  is  the 
maker  of  AZT;  Lyphomed  owns  the  rights 
to  market  pentamidine,  a  drug  used  to  treat 
pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia.)  ACT 


tives  continues  to  exist.  They  refuse  to 
believe  they  are  subject  to  the  law  and  that 
bribery  is  a  crime.” 

Joe  D’Onofrio,  the  manager  of  a  former 
after-hours  gay  club  who  says  he  was 
repeatedly  harassed  and  shaken  down  by 
Boston  police  officers,  praised  O’Sullivan’s 
comments.  He  claimed  that  segments  of  the 
police  union’s  statement  referring  to 
D’Onofrio’s  club.  The  Loft,  were  grossly  in¬ 
accurate  and  implied  he  had  sought  protec¬ 
tion  to  run  an  illegal  operation  by  tipping 
off  federal  investigators.  Referring  to  the 
sentencing  of  the  convicted  cops,  D’Onofrio 
said,  “I  am  content  to  know  there  is  nothing 
that  this  judge  can  give  them  to  compare  to 
what  the  ‘final  judge’  can  give  them,  and  his 
sentence  will  last  for  a  long,  long  time.” 

The  police  officers  who  received  prison 
terms  on  Oct.  1 1  are  former  detectives 
Thomas  Connolly  (sentenced  to  three 
years),  Francis  Sheehan  (five  years),  John 
Carey  (three  years)  and  Peter  Boylan  (two 
years);  and  current  detectives,  now  on 
suspension,  Kenneth  Nave  (three  years), 
Matthew  Kilroe  (two  years)  and  John  Mc¬ 
Cormick  (two  years).  The  cops  were  con¬ 
victed  on  a  total  of  56  counts  of  racketeering 
and  extortion  for  shaking  down  $18,000 
over  ten  years’  time.  The  men  have  not 
begun  serving  their  sentences  pending  the 
outcome  of  an  appeal  to  overturn  their  con¬ 
victions. 

Federal  investigators  have  indicated  a 
probe  is  continuing  into  further  allegations 
of  extortion  and  racketeering  by  Boston 
police  officers.  More  indictments  are  an¬ 
ticipated.  □ 

UP/Atlanta  wore  t-shirts  with  the  statement 
“AIDS:  America  Isn’t  Doing  Shit.”  And 
the  Forgot-Me  Nots  of  San  Francisco  wore 
shirts  with  photos  of  friends  and  lovers  dead 
of  AIDS.  One  t-shirt  simply  said,  “Brian 
Keith,  Died  Waiting  for  AZT,  1985.” 

At  one  point  a  group  of  dramatically-clad 
dykes  made  a  move  toward  the  building 
chanting  “Lesbians  are  here,  loud  and 
clear.”  They  were  greeted  by  cheers  from 
the  protesters,  who  joined  in. 

Tempers  flared  on  several  occasions  when 
police  surrounded  small  groups  of  pro¬ 
testers.  While  no  serious  injuries  were 
reported,  several  protesters  said  they  were 
roughed  up.  Bob  Lederer  of  ACT  UP/New 
York  displayed  an  egg-shaped  lump  on  his 
leg,  which  he  said  was  inflicted  by  a  police 
baton.  And  Terry  Beswick  of  ACT  UP/San 
Francisco  said  he  was  jabbed  in  the  stomach 
during  a  scuffle  with  several  police  officers. 

Although  there  were  a  few  instances  of 
rough  treatment,  ACT  NOW  legal  observers 
credited  the  police  with  doing  a  “decent 
job.”  Jill  Harris,  an  ACT  UP/New  York 
lawyer,  said  she  did  not  witness  any  police 
brutality.  She  speculated  that  the  police 
department  adopted  the  tactic  of  minimiz¬ 
ing  the  number  of  arrests  to  avoid  the 
publicity  often  generated  by  mass  arrests. 
“The  protest  turned  chaotic  because  police 
were  not  arresting  people.  It  had  the  oppo¬ 
site  affect  of  what  they  intended  because 
people  got  even  more  of  a  chance  to  make 
themselves  heard  instead  of  spending  the 
day  in  jail.” 

Ann  Northrop,  a  CD  organizer  from  New 
York,  said  the  number  of  arrests  do  not 
determine  the  success  of  a  CD  action.  “We 
told  the  world  that  the  government  is  lying. 
That’s  what  counts.”  She  added,  “I  must 
admit  the  police  were  much  less  paranoid 
than  New  York  police  often  are.”  Several 
activists  expressed  surprise  that  six  members 
of  ACT  UP/Los  Angeles  who  broke  a  win¬ 
dow  and  entered  the  building  were  only 
charged  with  loitering. 

According  to  police  sergeant  A.K. 
McDonald  III,  the  department  simply  lack¬ 
ed  enough  officers  to  make  more  arrests  or 
to  charge  protesters  with  different  crimes. 
He  told  GCN  the  Maryland  jails  are  already 
overcrowded.  Protesters  were  sent  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  County  police  training  academy 
gymnasium  for  processing. 

Beswick  said  the  CD  was  a  turning  point 
for  AIDS  activism  in  this  country.  “This 
was  our  first  major,  national  action.  People 
will  return  home  renewed  and  ready  to  push 
on.”  At  the  end  of  the  day,  exhausted  pro¬ 
testers  had  one  final  chant  for  the  FDA, 
“We’ll  be  stronger.  We’ll  be  back.”  □ 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Five  gay  men  were  arrested 
on  Oct.  6  for  trespassing  and  disorderly  con¬ 
duct  while  participating  in  an  ACT 
UP/Boston-sponsored  demonstration  at  the 
Westin  Hotel.  The  arrests  —  which  were  not 
planned  as  an  act  of  civil  disobedience  —  oc¬ 
curred  suddenly  and  without  warning,  as 
nearly  200  protesters  jammed  the  Copley 
Square  sidewalks  to  denounce  the  honoring 
of  Bernard  Cardinal  Law  by  the  New 
England  Regional  Office  of  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  (ADL)  of  B’nai  B’rith. 
[See  GCN,  Vol.  16,  No.  12.]  The  arrests 
were  made  by  Boston  police  officers  after 
the  “Westin  5”  entered  the  hotel,  rode  up  in 
an  elevator  and  began  protest  chants  inside  a 
ballroom  where  a  fundraising  dinner  in 
honor  of  the  homophobic  Cardinal  Law  was 
in  progress. 

According  to  the  Westin  5,  hotel  security 
guards  roughly  dragged  and  pushed  them 
while  in  the  process  of  handcuffing  and 
escorting  them  down  the  elevators  to 
waiting  police  officers.  Two  of  the  men  — 
Robert  England  and  Christopher  Jarvinen 
—  claim  they  were  punched  by  hotel  guards, 
and  all  of  the  Westin  5  said  they  were  not 
asked  to  leave  the  premises  or  warned  they 
may  be  arrested  before  being  handcuffed  by 
hotel  guards.  All  five  also  claim  they  were 
not  informed  of  their  rights  by  police  of¬ 
ficers. 

Following  the  arrests,  England,  Jarvinen 
and  the  other  three  men  —  Chris  Bull,  Mike 
Friedman  and  Tom  Reeves  —  were  taken  to 
the  Area  D  police  station,  where  they  were 
booked  and  released  on  $15  bail  each.  An 
arraignment  scheduled  for  the  next  morning 
was  postponed  for  two  weeks,  and  Boston 
City  Councillor  David  Scondras  stepped  in 
to  request  that  all  charges  against  the  Westin 
5  be  dropped.  If  the  charges  are  not  drop¬ 
ped,  the  men  said  they  will  consider  legal  ac¬ 
tion  against  the  Westin  Hotel  and  the 
Boston  Police  Department  for  brutality  and 
improper  arrest  procedures. 

“I’ve  never  been  so  scared  in  my  life,” 
England  told  GCN.  “I’ve  never  been  ar¬ 
rested  before.  I  wasn’t  planning  on  this  — 
there  just  wasn’t  any  warning.” 

Meanwhile,  at  the  demo... 

The  ACT  UP/Boston  protest,  which  had 
been  gathering  steam  outside  the  hotel  for 
two  hours  before  the  arrests  took  place  at 
about  6  p.m.,  erupted  in  anger  as 
demonstrators  pressed  up  against  a  wall  of 
police  officers  to  demand  an  explanation  for 
the  unexpected  arrests.  Scuffling  and  confu¬ 
sion  ensued;  despite  a  number  of  les- 
bian/gay  community  leaders  near  the  front 
of  the  fracas,  the  police  provided  no  infor¬ 
mation.  Meanwhile,  officer  Donald  Devine, 
police  liaison  to  the  Boston  lesbian/gay 
community,  walked  away  from  the  scene 
shrugging  his  shoulders,  claiming  the  matter 
was  out  of  his  hands. 

Gay  activist  French  Wall  screamed  at 
Devine:  “How  dare  you  let  this  happen? 
You  care  more  about  trespassing  than 
murder!”  Devine  did  not  respond. 

Wall  explained  to  those  within  ear-shot 
that  Cardinal  Law  of  the  Catholic  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  of  Boston  has  contributed  to 


countless  AIDS-related  deaths  because  of 
his  stances  against  explicit  safer  sex  educa¬ 
tion,  condom  use  and  clean  needle  ex¬ 
change,  and  his  labeling  of  AIDS  as  a 
“moral”  problem  rather  than  a  medical 
problem.  Cardinal  Law  has  also  been  con¬ 
demned  by  feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
for  opposing  abortion  rights,  lobbying 
against  the  Mass,  lesbian/gay  rights  bill  and 
supporting  the  state’s  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy. 

Following  the  arrests  of  the  Westin  5, 
harsh  words  were  also  levied  at  Ann 
Sanders,  the  mayor’s  liaison  to  the  Boston 
lesbian/gay  community.  Onlookers 
reported  that  Sanders,  though  standing  near 
the  arresting  police  officers,  made  no  effort 
to  intervene  during  the  confusion.  Sanders 
told  GCN  she  was  not  directly  in  the  vicinity 
when  the  arrests  took  place,  and  the  Westin 
5  were  being  driven  away  by  the  time  she 
came  on  the  scene. 

“By  that  time,”  Sanders  said,  “the  mat¬ 
ter  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Boston  police. 
My  responsibility  at  the  point  was  to  be  a 
part  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  demonstra¬ 
tion,  in  a  general  sense.” 

“What  are  community  liaisons  for?” 
challenged  Reeves,  after  he  was  bailed  out 
of  jail.  “Ann  Sanders  should  have  been  here 
with  us  [at  the  police  station].  And  Devine  is 
an  insult  to  our  community.” 

Reeves  further  stated,  “We  did  not  intend 
to  get  arrested.  We  did  intend  to  let  the 
priests  [at  the  ADL  dinner]  hear  us.  We  felt 
we  could  go  up  and  make  a  point  to  the 
bigots  themselves.” 

Reeves  and  other  Westin  5  members  said 
that  some  attendees  at  the  fundraising  din¬ 
ner  stood  up  and  applauded  them  when  they 
began  to  chant  denunciations  of  Cardinal 
Law.  Some  of  the  sidewalk  protesters  also 
said  they  were  met  favorably  by  passersby 
during  the  three-hour  demonstration,  which 
continued  on  after  the  five  arrests.  ACT 
UP/Boston  said  it  called  the  demonstration 
to  protest  the  ADL’s  granting  of  the 
Abraham  Joshua  Heschel  Interfaith  Rela¬ 
tions  award  to  Cardinal  Law.  Organizers 
said  the  local  ADL  was  “acting  in  direct  op¬ 
position  to  the  principles  embraced  by  a 
1986  resolution  of  [the  ADL’s]  National 
Commission  opposing  discrimination 
against  individuals  on  the  basis  of  actual  or 
perceived  sexual  orientation.” 

Explained  the  group’s  leaflet:  “We 
believe  it  to  be  unconscionable  for  the  New 
England  Regional  Office  of  [the  ADL]  to 
grant  an  award  to  Bernard  Cardinal  Law  for 
his  supposed  efforts  against  anti-Semitism. 
...[T]he  fostering  of  bigotry  in  any  form 
fosters  anti-Semitism.  Until  Cardinal  Law 
begins  to  truly  honor  human  diversity,  his 
policies  and  dogmas  must  be  challenged  and 
he,  in  no  way,  deserves  consideration  for 
any  prestigious  award.” 

Warren  Blumenfeld  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
said  that  his  organization,  along  with  a 
coalition  of  feminist,  gay,  religious  and 
community  groups,  attempted  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  convince  Leonard  Zakim,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  local  ADL,  to 
withdraw  the  award  from  Cardinal  Law. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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Lisa  Seue/Laura  Wulf 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Dyke  cartoonists  deserve 
recognition 

Dear  GCN: 

It  seems  that  I  only  write  y’all  when  I’m 
pissed  off  at  something.  It’s  much  easier  to 
write  a  letter  in  a  frenzy  of  self-righteousness 
than  it  is  to  write  an  honest  letter  of  praise. 
So,  let  me  first  apologize,  and  preface  this 
by  saying  that  GCN  does  a  great  job. 

Now,  I  could  not  believe  that  Nancy 
DeLuca  wrote  merely  a  two  paragraph 
review  of  Alison  Bechdel’s  More  Dykes  to 
Watch  Out  For\  ( GCN  July  3-9,  1988).  For 
shame!  Could  it  be  that  Alison’s  continuing 
serial  can  be  read  in  so  many  gay,  lesbian 
and  women’s  newspapers  that  she  needs  no 
review  because  she’s  already  so  notorious? 

I  think  not.  1  think  she’s  so  damned  good 
we’re  beginning  to  take  her  for  granted.  Or 
—  worse  —  someone  there  thought  they’re 
“just  cartoons,”  and  therefore  not  that  im¬ 
portant. 

Such  an  attitude  is  bullshit.  Cartoons  are 
the  closest  thing  we  have  to  a  universal 
medium,  especially  in  the  queer  community. 
We  queers  don’t  own  a  TV  station  (last  time 
I  looked),  but  we  do  have  a  couple  of  damn¬ 
ed  fine  cartoonists  who  transmit  out  culture 
more  effectively  —  and  probably  to  more 
people  —  than  all  the  other  print  media  we 
produce.  Cartoons  cut  across -.class  lines, 
says  one  (me)  who’s  gone  from  being  “lower 
class”  (a  nice  word  for  it)  to  trying-to-be- 
upwardly-mobile.  Maybe  you  can’t  shell  out 
$16.95  of  Rita  Mae  Brown’s  Starting  From 
Scratch,  or  the  latest  must-have  feminist 
text,  but  chances  are  you  can  shell  out  one 
dollar  for  GCN  and  read  Dykes  to  Watch 
Out  For. 

Cartoons  aren’t  threatening;  all  kinds  of 
folk  who  might  not  identify  with  the  “politi¬ 
cal  community”  can  get  into  cartoons;  car¬ 
toons  deal  with  people  and  feelings,  not 
events,  and  are  therefore  timeless;  and  car¬ 
toons  are  funny.  We  need  funny  in  our  lives, 
particularly  with  AIDS  in  the  front  of  most 
of  our  minds,  and  anti-gay  repression  run¬ 
ning  rampant.  Funny  is  good;  it  can  even  be 
healing. 

We  owe  our  cartoonists  an  enormous  debt 
for  communicating  our  culture,  and  for 
bringing  us  laughs.  We  should  celebrate 
them,  not  only  for  those  reasons,  but 
because  they’re  very  rare. 

There  are  a  small  handful  of  successful 
ones:  Nicole  Hollander  (“Sylvia”),  Cathy 
Guisewaite  (“Cathy”),  Lynda  Barry  (noted 
for  her  success  in  the  alternative  press),  and 
Claire  Bretecher  (if  anyone  remembers  her 
from  the  National  Lampoon).  As  well 
known  as  Nicole  is,  she  has  to  bust  her  own 
butt  self-syndicating.  She  still  has  to  do 
everything  herself,  from  drawing  the  car¬ 
toons  to  contacting  the  newspapers  and  bill¬ 
ing  them.  It’s  a  huge  task,  and  one  that 
Alison  takes  on  as  well.  Granted,  she’s  not 
in  the  “big”  newspapers  like  Nicole  (yet), 
but  she  still  has  to  do  everything  herself, 
from  the  drawing  to  dealing  with  all  of  the 
20-some  periodicals  Dykes  to  Watch  Out 
For  gets  printed  in,  as  well  as  running  her 
own  card  business.  (Did  GCN  ever  think  of 
plugging  Alison’s  card  business?  You  can 
get  a  catalog  of  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 
postcards  from  Alison  Bechdel,  PO  Box 
8161,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  for  a  25  cent 
stamp.) 

Need  I  say  these  female  cartoonists  do 
predominantly  straight  cartoons?  As  rare  as 
women  cartoonists  are,  dyke  cartoonists  are 
even  more  difficult  to  find.  There’s  Alison, 
bless  her  little  dyke  heart,  who’s  unques¬ 
tionably  the  best  recognized  and  easiest  to 
find.  There’s  N.  Leigh  Dunlap,  who  is 
available  to  us  loyal  Washington  Blade 
readers,  and  who  was  published  (finally!)  by 
New  Victoria  Press,  Morgan  Calabreses: 
The  Movie.  Morgan  is  the  great  dyke  couch 
potato  who’s  politically  correct  at  heart.  She 
suffers  the  cold  showers  at  Michigan,  lives  in 
a  communal  household,  and  gets  into 
squirting  her  water  gun  at  right-wingers 
wearing  “Ollie  North  For  President” 
T-shirts.  It’s  a  great  book,  but  folks  who 
don’t  get  the  Blade  have  to  wait  patiently  ’til 
the  next  one  comes  out. 


I  think  we’ve  still  got  Roberta  Gregory 
out  there  —  remember  the  underground  com¬ 
ic  in  ’76,  “Dynamite  Damsels?”  She  drew 
and  published  that  herself.  I  caught  a  one- 
page  story  of  hers  in  Gay  Comics,  number 
10,  which,  by  the  way,  had  only  Alison  and 
Roberta’s  cartoons  in  it;  the  rest  of  the  art¬ 
ists  were  male,  unless  there  were  a  few  dykes 
drawing  faggot  comics  under  male 
pseudonyms.  There  was  “Jason  Dykes 
Out”  by  someone  named  J.A.  Knell,  who 
could  be  male  or  female.  Either  way,  it 
wasn’t  that  impressive. 

Then  there’s  Jacki  Randall,  who’s  been 
printed  in  the  Baltimore  Gay  Paper,  the 
Alternative  (again  Baltimore),  and  On  Our 
Backs.  I  only  know  her  cause  she’s  local, 
and  a  personal  friend.  Her  best  known  car¬ 
toon  is  now  a  T-shirt,  the  “Dyke  Beer,  from 
the  Lesbos  Mountain  Brewery,”  which  she 
distributes  herself  to  gay  and  lesbian 
bookstores.  She  may  never  be  published, 
because  though  she’s  as  good  as  Bechdel  and 
Dunlap,  she’s  a  bit  too  honest  for  most  peo¬ 
ple,  and  definitely  politically  incorrect;  she’s 
had  her  stuff  rejected  by  every  feminist 
book  publisher  and  some  of  the  bigger 
underground  comics  publishers.  Someday 
we’ll  see  her  stuff,  but  for  now,  even  we  gay 
paper  readers  don’t  have  the  privilege  of  see¬ 
ing  her  cartoons  because  she’s  too  busy  do¬ 
ing  murals  and  renovating  her  house. 

Even  harder  to  find  is  Gail  Elber,  who 
does  one  or  two  one-panel  cartoons  per 
month  for  Womyn’s  Press  newspaper  in 
Eugene,  Ore.  Maybe  you’ve  seen  “An  ardent 
separatist,  Angela  insisted  that  her  parents 
sleep  in  separate  bedrooms  when  they  came 
to  visit”  reprinted  somewhere,  but  it’s 
unlikely.  Gail  is  another  artist  who  deserves 
wider  recognition.  And  speaking  of  that,  so 
does  Michele  Lloyd,  who  does  “Spike, 
Punk  Dyke”  for  Lesbian  Contradiction, 
and  the  Daucus-Blossom  artist/writer  team 
that  does  “Amaz-Egret,”  also  for  LesCon. 
LesCon  has  printed  some  damned  funny 
cartoons  in  their  special  cartoon  issues,  but 
they  don’t  seem  to  be  doing  any  continuing 
series  or  characters  and  I’ve  never  seen  them 
printed  anywhere  else. 

And  I  bet  I  know  why:  it’s  incredibly  hard 
to  make  a  living  as  an  artist.  Creativity 
without  compromising  your  own  inner  vi¬ 
sion  is  almost  as  tough  as  getting  some 
publisher  to  pay  you  for  your  work  —  and 
when  you  do  get  paid,  it’s  usually  shit. 
Alison  Bechdel  works  part  time  as  produc¬ 
tion  coordinator  at  her  local  gay  and  lesbian 
paper.  Equal  Time  (how  many  naive  folks 
out  there  think  that  job  only  takes  20  hours 
a  week?).  Excuse  me  if  I  sound  snobbish 
when  I  say  creative  folks  —  particularly  art¬ 
ists  —  deserve  a  break  because  what  they  do 
is  not  only  wonderful,  but  hard. 

Dyke  cartoonists  are  a  brand-new 
phenomenon  in  the  annals  (isn’t  that  an 
awful  word,  by  the  way?)  of  lesbian 
herstory.  They’re  a  growing,  but  far  from 
thriving  little  bunch  of  artists,  and  they 
deserve  recognition.  So  when  Alison  Bech¬ 
del  does  another  book  (and  we’re  all 
waiting!)  I  want  to  see  GCN  do  a  nice,  long, 
appropriately  serious  review. 

Liz  O’Lexa 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Neither  prey  nor  hunters  . . . 
an  unexplainable  bond 

Dear  GCN: 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  merely  pick  out 
specific  articles  that  have  been  within  your 
paper  and  give  them  praise,  when  in  essence, 
from  the  very  first  page  to  the  last  of  every 
issue  deserves  limitless  applause.  I  am  a 
female  prisoner  and  your  paper  has  provid¬ 
ed  myself  and  many  others  with  so  much 
that  it’s  beyond  explanation.  But,  I  must  say 
that  there  hasn’t  recently  been  anyone  who 
has  spoken  on  the  issue  of  what  GOOD  can 
be  obtained  from  a  relationship  within 
prison. 

Perhaps  it  may  sound  somewhat  odd,  but 
there  is  a  rare  breed  of  women,  as  I’m  sure 
there  are  men,  who  take  emotion  as  a  serious 
importance  in  life  regardless  of  where  they 
sleep,  be  it  within  prison  or  freedom.  People 
who  have  consideration,  standards  within 
themselves,  and  heart  felt  feelings  towards 
others. 

Being  a  woman  who  has  dealt  with 
prisoners  for  many,  many  years,  there 
wasn’t  a  time  that  I  wasn’t  involved  with  the 
fast  life  within  the  walls  —  until  recently. 
Meeting  a  woman  of  distinct  rareness  in 
character  and  being  in  such  close  association 
with  her  to  the  point  of  overpowering 
friendship  has  taken  me  from  one  world  to 
another  while  still  in  confinement. 

Because  of  this  I  have  realized  that  there  is 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


a  great  reality  of  caring  between  inmates 
through  out  the  prisons  of  this  country. 
Prisons  don’t  simply  hold  the  hard  core,  fast 
talking  wanna  be  masters  of  the  great  game, 
which  inflicts  the  life  force  of  heartache  by 
methods  of  false  promises  and  com¬ 
mitments  to  insure  the  constant  flow  of 
materialistic  items.  This  woman  has  certain¬ 
ly  shown  me,  a  one-time  student  and  teacher 
of  the  game,  that  there  are  greater  sur- 
vivalists:  the  independent  women  and  men 
who  are  neither  the  prey  nor  the  hunters,  but 
simply  people  seeking  only  from  others  what 
they  want  to  give  themselves. 

Some  relationships,  I’m  sure  as  my  own, 
have  grown  into  an  unexplainable  bond, 
understandable  only  to  those  within  that  ex¬ 
perience. 

As  ironic  as  it  may  sound,  perhaps  to 
society,  and  even  especially  to  those  who  are 
within  the  world  of  confinement,  let  it  be 
known  that  the  very  tenderness  and  strength 
of  love  in  all  aspects  can  and  has  been  given 
life  in  prison  a  million  times  over  . . .  and  it 
is  completely  unique  and  valid. 

Thank  God  for  Eileen  Sweeney, 
_  Kim  Phillips 

MCI  Framingham 

Matlovich  and  plural  paths  to 
change 

Dear  GCN : 

C’mon,  guys,  what’s  this  about 
Matlovich?  [Leonard  Matlovich  was  the  con¬ 
servative  gay  rights  activist  who  publicly 
challenged  the  anti-gay  discrimination 
policy  of  the  U.S.  military  in  1975;  see  GCN 
Aug.  14-20,  1988].  Now  that  he’s  dead  you 
wish  you’d  paid  him  more  attention? 

1  detest  the  military  lifestyle  and 
militarism  (1  was  in  the  army  for  three  years 
in  World  War  II),  but  if  one  of  our  brothers 
or  sisters  can  strike  a  blow  against  the 
military’s  homophobia,  more  power  to  ’em! 

I  don’t  have  much  respect  for  Christiani¬ 
ty,  either,  but  I’ll  encourage  my  gay  friends 
when  they  organize  in  this  or  that  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  cheer  their  victories  if  they  have 
any.  As  for  Matlovich’s  being  a  Republican, 
well,  I  can  hardly  stomach  Democratic 
liberals,  much  less  Republicans,  but  if  a 
bunch  of  them  have  success  on  a  gay  rights 
issue,  they’ve  got  my  hurrahs,  and 
sometimes  even  some  of  my  bucks,  too. 
Were  I  to  cheer  only  for  gays  who  agree  with 
my  politics,  religion,  and  my  lifestyle,  I’d  be 
doing  damn  little  cheering. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  (I  decided,  a  long 
time  ago)  is  that  The  System  is  all- 
encompassing,  and  no  one  has  The 
(Politically  Correct)  Answer  to  all  the  pro¬ 
blems  that  it  poses.  So,  if  anyone,  whatever 
their  theories  or  allegiances,  manages  to 
have  some  success  in  challenging  the 
military,  or  whatever  —  that’s  fine.  I  put  my 
bucks  and  my  energy  where  I  think  I  can  do 
the  most  good  and  urge  you  to  put  yours 
where  you  think  you  can  do  some  good.  We 
have  our  differences,  and  should  be  vocal 
about  them,  but  the  not-to-be-forgotten 
bottom  line  is  freedom  for  all  gays  and  les¬ 
bians.  The  paths  to  that  goal  are  plural. 
Since  “we  are  everywhere,”  we  need  out-of- 
the-closet  activists  doing  their  bit 
everywhere  in  every  way  they  can,  and  not 
just  in  the  ways  and  at  the  places  I  think  are 
best. 

And  let’s  be  gay  about  this:  not  like  those 
hetero  cold  fish  who  can  only  stand 
15-minute  heroes  and  media  images!  We’re 
real  people.  Let’s  at  least  treat  ourselves  that 
way.  Whether  it  is  Jeff  Levi,  Harry  Britt, 
Manhattan’s  Kramer,  or  the  late  Mr. 
Matlovich,  let’s  treat  them  as  human  beings, 
caringly,  and  not  just  as  media  symbols. 
(Gay  journalists  please  take  note!) 

However  you  think  the  battles  need  to  be 
won,  go  for  victory,  and  cheer  on  the  other 
guy  when  he  has  victories  even  if  his 
methods  are  not  yours,  and  his  battlefield 
far  removed  from  your  own. 

Gayfully  yours, 
Larry  Wolf 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Love  is  the  hardest  lesson 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  read  the  article  “Beating  up  around 
the  Bush”  by  David  Birman,  published  in 
the  Aug.  21 -Sept.  3  issue.  I  disagree  with 
Donna  Minkowitz’s  comment.  [Minkowitz, 
at  the  Republican  Convention  in  New 
Orleans,  said,  “We  saw  the  enemy  today 
and  it’s  running  this  country.”]  Perhaps  we 
are  the  enemy  she  cites,  the  first  enemy. 
Perhaps  the  protests  of  groups  like  ACT  UP 
are  the  protests  of  us  as  the  enemy. 

William  Penn  wrote  that  love  is  the 
hardest  lesson.  We  live  the  truth  of  this 


when  we  disagree  in  individual  and  collec¬ 
tive  commitments  when  there  is  love,  when 
we  want  so  much  to  understand  and  accept 
what  we  do  not,  when  we  want  others  to 
think  the  way  we  do. 

I  do  not  believe  that  real  humanitarian 
gains  are  achieved  through  aggression  of 
any  form,  regardless  of  urgency.  And  I  am 
not  diminishing  the  urgency  that  AIDS 
presents..  .•  .  •  •  '• 

I  do  believe  that  the  way  1  live  directly  in¬ 
fluences  those  with  whom  Hive.  When.  I  am 
.  angry  I  tend  to  engender  anger;  when'  I  am 
loving  I  tend  to  have  love  returned  to  me; 
when  I  am  understanding  I  tend  to  feel 
understood. 

So  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  accept  angry 
protestations  as  a  means  to  understanding, 
acceptance,  even  tolerance.  I  would  not 
repeat  anything  I’ve  ever  done  in  anger  if  I 
had  the  chance.  I  remember  standing  in  a 
line  of  protesters  in  the  late  ’60s,  on  the  U.S. 
side  of  the  Canadian  Peace  Bridge,  ques¬ 
tioning  our  country’s  stand  against  sending 
medical  supplies  to  North  Vietnam.  We  held 
hands  silently  throughout  the  night,  and 
once  a  car  came  up  over  the  curb  and 
threatened  to  smash  us.  We  did  not  move, 
and  remained  silent.  The  car  stopped 
abruptly,  backed  up,  and  then  those  inside 
came  over  and  asked  us  questions  about  our 
mission.  We  did  something  very  simple, 
quiet,  and  it  brought  “the  enemy”  closer  to 
us  for  that  moment. 

I  hope  that  we  can  do  the  same  as  les/gay 
people.  There  have  got  to  be  better  ways  for 
us  to  deal  with  our  collective  anger  —  and 
we  all  must  feel  it  because  we  all  live  in  op¬ 
pression.  I  hope  that  we  have  enough  love  in 
us  to  find  those  ways.  After  all,  it  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  for  people  to  love  their  enemies. 

Love, 

_  Frank  Grant 

Richmond,  VA 

They  [GCN]  could  have  one 
helluva  party! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  an  incarcerated  pre-op  TS  down  here 
in  the  crazy  state  of  NC.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
GCN  I  believe  I  would  just  about  lose  it. 

Many  of  you  reading  this  letter  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  mean.  I  wonder  if  like  me  it 
bothers  you  that  I  [prisoner]  receive  and 
read  this  great  newspaper  for  free?  Especial¬ 
ly  when  you  read  the  ads  looking  for 
workers  for  the  paper  and  see  that  they 
make  $200  and  just  a  little  better  for  a  week’s 
work.  Plus  being  a  gay  publication,  you 
know  funds  are  few  and  far  between. 

Yet  week  after  week  my  paper  is  right  here 
and  1  don’t  know  about  you  but  1  feel  guilty 
about  it.  What  can  we  do?  Well  I  admit  I 
can’t  afford  a  subscription,  and  know  that 
most  of  you  [prisoners]  can  not  either. 

But  then  to  maybe  we  can  help  in  a  couple 
of  ways.  One  way  is  to  keep  an  eye  out  as 
you  read  your  prison  and  your  friends’  per¬ 
sonal  newspapers.  If  you  see  an  article  that 
is  related  to  a  gay  cause  or  an  AIDS  issue, 
cut  it  out  (mark  it  with  what  paper  it  comes 
from  and  the  date  printed)  and  mail  them  in 
to  the  paper  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

True,  they  may  already  be  up  on  the 
substance  of  the  article,  and  then  to  maybe 
they  aren’t.  Then  two  it  will  most  likely  be 
written  by  another  writer  and  therefore 
from  a  different  point  of  view.  At  any  rate 
they  print  their  story  from  the  information 
they  collect  and  feel  will  make  a  story.  It 
may  not  be  much  from  us  and  all  they  do  for 
us,  but  it  is  some  thing. 

Also  most  of  us  may  not  have  any  support 
coming  in  from  the  street,  but  I  doubt  very 
seriously  if  most  of  us  could  not  afford  to 
send  a  couple  of  bucks  to  help  in  some  way. 

So  let’s  all  decide  to  help  them  out  this 
year.  If  everyone  of  us  who  reads  the  paper 
for  free  would  send  them  $2  say  on  the  23rd 
of  October.  Do  you  realize  how  much  they 
would  have?  They  could  most  likely  have 
one  helluva  nice  party  for  the  staff  and 
volunteers.  What  ever  they  did  with  it,  it 
would  be  the  right  thing  for  us  to  do. 

How  many  groups  are  there  out  there  that 
consider  us  to  even  exist,  or  that  we  are  even 
people  for  that  matter?  Think  about  it. 

So  let’s  get  some  feedback  from  out  there. 

1  vote  that  we  as  a  people  send  $2  to  GCN. 
Whats  $2  a  year  for  all  they  do  for  us. 

United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall! 

Kristy  Crunk 

_  Rt  I  Box  36 

Jackson,  NC  27845 


Sustainers  keep  GCN 
coming  out 


By  the  GCN  Sustainer  Committee 

Remember  1982?  That  year,  lesbians  and 
gay  men  across  the  country  (and  the  world) 
looked  to  GCN  for  its  coverage  of  topics 
such  as  the  rise  of  the  New  Right;  debates 
over  S/M;  the  North  American  Man  Boy 
Love  Association;  the  gay/lesbian  com¬ 
munity’s  relationship  to  electoral  politics; 
and  the  first  reports  of  what  later  came  to  be 
known  as  AIDS.  Yet  the  staff  who  brought 
us  these  stories  earned  a  meager  weekly 
take-home  pay  of  $82.25.  Recognizing  that 
the  staff  —  and  the  paper  itself  —  could  not 
hold  out  much  longer  in  those  financial 
straits,  GCN' s  Board  of  Directors  launched 
the  Sustainer  Program  in  1982.  Within  a 
year,  GCN  had  over  100  Sustainers,  readers 
from  across  the  country  who  pledged  to  con¬ 
tribute  at  least  $120  over  the  course  of  each 
year.  As  a  result,  the  staff  got  a  raise  —  in 
1982  they  were  finally  able  to  make  mini¬ 
mum  wage! 

While  a  lot  has  changed  at  GCN  and  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  since  1982, 
much  remains  the  same.  GCN  still  provides 
a  vital  weekly  forum  for  gay  and  lesbian 
news,  culture  and  controversy.  The  paper 
continues  to  involve  large  numbers  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians;  we’re  one  of  the  only 
mixed-gender  periodicals  in  the  country. 
And  our  success  and  growth  remain  a  com¬ 
munity  effort  —  we  depend  on  all  of  you  as 
writers,  subscribers,  photographers,  adver¬ 
tisers,  volunteers  and  erstwhile  letter- 
writers. 

Unfortunately,  as  in  1982,  finances  are 
tough  for  GCN.  Staff  salaries  now  hover  at 
$200/week  (gross  —  in  every  sense  of  the 
word).  We’re  bringing  in  more  advertisers, 
launching  more  successful  promotions,  and 
sending  out  more  grant  applications  than 
ever  before,  but  these  efforts  barely  keep 
pace  with  rising  prices  for  everything  from 
printing  to  health  insurance  to  those  ever- 
important  plain  brown  envelopes. 

That’s  why  we  still  depend  on  our  Sus¬ 
tainer  Program.  Because  Sustainers  con¬ 
tribute  regular  amounts  over  the  course  of 
each  year,  GCN  can  count  on  a  consistent 
base  of  income  —  unlike  the  roller  coaster 
ride  of  other  fundraising  activities.  This 
reliable  Sustainer  income  has  proven  crucial 
for  GCN’s  effective  financial  planning. 

Over  the  years,  the  Sustainer  Program  has 
been  a  way  for  people  from  different  back¬ 
grounds  and  varying  income  levels  to  pro¬ 
vide  vital  support  for  the  paper.  Sustainers 
contribute  anything  from  $10/month  up¬ 
ward,  and  can  fulfill  their  pledges  in  one  to 


12  installments.  Households,  families  and 
organizations  (how  about  your  softball 
team?),  as  well  as  individuals,  may  become 
Sustainers.  If  you  sustain,  you’ll  get  a  free 
subscription  to  the  paper,  two  12-week  gift 
subs  for  friends,  our  quarterly  Sustainer 
newsletter,  and  an  invitation  to  our  annual 
Sustainer  dinner  —  that  eagerly-awaited  op¬ 
portunity  to  consume  culinary  delights 
prepared  by  GCN's  own  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  Sustainers  also  receive  many  heartfelt 
notes  of  thanks  from  the  members  of  the 
Sustainer  Committee,  and,  of  course,  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  you’re  helping  keep 
GCN  afloat. 

Please  consider  becoming  a  GCA  Sustain¬ 
er.  We  understand  that  many  readers  will  be 
unable  to  become  Sustainers  because  of 
limited  financial  resources.  As  always,  we 
encourage  all  of  our  readers  to  actively  sup¬ 
port  the  paper  in  whatever  way  possible  — 
by  becoming  and  recruiting  subscribers, 
advertising  in  the  paper,  writing  for  the 
paper,  sending  in  newsclips,  providing  art¬ 
work  and  photography,  or  volunteering  at 
the  office.  To  sustain,  please  return  the 
form  enclosed  in  this  week’s  mailed  copies,  or 
use  the  form  below.  And  if  you  know  people 
you  think  may  be  interested  in  becoming 
Sustainers,  please  send  back  the  form  with 
their  names  and  addresses;  we’ll  send  them 
information  on  the  program. 

GCN  is  the  only  national  gay  newsweekly 
that’s  operated  by  a  nonprofit  foundation, 
run  by  its  staff,  Board  and  volunteers.  That 
means  it  literally  belongs  to  all  of  us.  And 
with  your  ongoing  support  through  our  Sus¬ 
tainer  Program,  we  can  all  keep  GCN  com¬ 
ing  out  proudly  in  the  difficult  years  ahead. 

GCN ’s  Sustainer  Committee  is  a 
volunteer  committee  that  coordinates  the 
Sustainer  Program.  The  members  are  Steve 
Dyer,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Shelly  Mains  and 
Nancy  Wechsler. 

‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 


□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  Sustainer  and  help  to  build  a  financially  stronger 
GCN.  I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  D$240 

□  $369  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four  _ other 

name  _ 

address _ < _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your  name  in  our  sustainer 
newsletter! 

□  yes  □  no. 

•  Here  are  the  names  of  persons  you  should  contact  about  the  Sustainer  Program. 


•  You  may  use  my  name  when  you  contact  them  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome,  please  enclose  them  with  this  coupon. 

Please  return  this  form  to: 

GCN 

62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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Subscription  Income 

accounts  for  only  25%  of 
the  cost  of  publishing  GCN 

Support  our 
ADVERTISERS 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


JOHN  GRAVES 

PhD. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

i6U) 

266-20' 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decot 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 _  (617)487-1616 


7^  Annapurna  Concerts  presents: 

An  Evening  of  Provocative  Comedy  and  Lesbian  Sex  Education 

vwth 

Nationally  known  therapist  and  best-selling 
author  of  Lesbian  Sex"  &  "Lesbian  Passion 

JoAnn 
Loulan 


Friday  Nov.  4 


8  pm 


The  Dr.  Ruth 
of  Dykedom" 


TV  appearances  include 
The  Oprah  Winfrev  Shew 

&  Donahue 


Somerville  Theatre 

56  Dae  Sq  625-1061  Ch  The  RbcJ  Lina 

Trusts  $1250  gennrf  iiirfwfnn  ($200  mw  day 

^000^1*  Wntj  avaliatt*  at  Tha  SomarWIM 
Hoi  Ottos  and  in  aovanoa  orty) 


c#  tbot/i 


Avetetb  tt  d  Ttfcefnaster  cutete  or  by 
erect  cad  (7B7600Q;  New*  Wads,  Cent]; 

Ba*&  Basfcn  Atxjvvny  Wjoo  & 
_  J  of  Toai  TVls,  Harvard 
i  9omsrvi»  Thee**  Bn  Oice 

Md  Oder  do  The  Sonevfte  Theete 
PjO.  Bn  461  Sonavi*  MA  C2144  SASE 


Glad  I  ^ 
Sand  CXj 
and  Trie  ; 


Sat.  Nov.  5  10am  -  4pm  $50.00  Reclaiming  Lesbian  Sex  with  a  Passion 
Sun.  Nov.  6  10am  -  4pm  $10000  Lesbian  Sexuality  Training  Seminar 

‘For  therapists  and  mental  health  professionals;  call  re:  Continuing  Ed.  credits' 

Mail  Oder  Registration  c/o:  AnnapurnaConcerts/P.O.  Box  461 /Somerville, MA  021 44 


BT  TDDFNBRGDKS 


BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston 's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston's  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


Dr.  David  A  Russell 

General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

740  BOYLSTON  ST  KELT 
10  FAIRFIELD  FLA/A 

BOSTON.  MA  02144 
((>17)  IS  )- 1  SIX) 


Volunteer 

Proof-readers  News  Note 
writers  Envelope  stuff ers 
Fundraisers  Graphic 
artists  Journalists 
Illustrators  Essayists 
Typesetters  Prisoner 
support  Past  e-u  p 
people  Book  reviewers 
Photographers 
Cartoonists 
Computer  jocks  Typists 

at 

GCN 

Call  426-4469 


wemyn  -  Identified  -  womifn 

A  trade  exchange  U: 


a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  villinc  to 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchance  of 
Coods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchance  you  receive 
many  benefits  including  hie  her  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks.  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  callinc 


By  appointment 

617/247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health  care  for  the  gay 

and  lesbian  community 


1  800  42*  -  71*4  or  S13  -  7*7  -  9190 

via  post  113  E  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Sprincs,  Ohio  45387 


Troubled  People 


Loneliness,  depression.  Gays  & 
Lesbians  are  not  immune.  All 
respond  to  psychotherapy. 
Adjunct  group  therapy. 


I  encourage  an  initial  interview  at 
no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman,  M.A. 
924-2510 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 
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JOIN  THE  HARVEST  BRIGADES  TO  NICARAGUA 


□  Nov.  19-Dec.  17 

□  Dec.  20-Jan.  7 
(special  for  students) 

□  Dec.  17-Jan.  14 

□  Jan.  7-Feb.  4 


FOR  INFORMATION  AND  APPLICATIONS, 

CALL  CARL  617/868-5219  OR 
AMY,  617/776-5302 

Sponsored  by: 

Nicaragua  Network 
2025  I  Street.  N  W  Suite  212 
Washington.  D.C  006 

202/223-2328  '  " 


^ ''  Informal 
♦  Appearance 

IN  RITA  MAE  BROWN 

|  At 

if  i  % 

Mbuddenbrooks 

;lL^.  Jjj 

All  book  titles  are  available 

BUDDENBRGOKS 

f|  Tuesday 

111  October  18,  1988 

753  Boylston  St., 

111  12:30-1 :00pm 

Back  Bay,  Boston  536-4433 

Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker - 
...  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

rrjy  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


a 

change 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 

1-900-999-HUNK 

1-900-999-MANN 


Triple  jeopardy 

Johannesburg ’s  Vusisizwe  Players  illuminate  the  lives  of 
women  under  Apartheid 


You  Strike  the  Woman,  You  Strike  the  Rock. 

The  Vusisizwe  Players  of  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa.  The  C.  Walsh  Theatre  at  Suffolk  University. 
Produced  by  Women  in  Theatre  and  Free  South 
Africa.  Sept.  28-Oct.  2.  Closed. 

By  Mara  Math 

ou  Strike  the  Woman,  You 
Strike  the  Rock”  is  a  trenchant 
and  moving  look  at  the  lives  of 
Black  South  African  women  who  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  triple  jeopardy  of  apartheid,  sex¬ 
ism,  and  enforced  poverty.  Developed  by 
the  directors  and  performers  of  this  South 
African  troupe,  the  play  has  the  vibrancy  of 
authentic  testimony,  complemented  by 
skillful  production.  Actors  Poppy  Tsira, 
Thobeka  Maqhutyana  and  Nomvula  Qosha 
are  all  superb  under  Phyllis  Klotz’s  direc¬ 
tion.  In  her  first  professional  stage  role, 
Qosha  deserves  special  note  for  her  equally 
credible  portrayal  of  the  old  woman  Sdudla 
and  a  12-year  old  girl.  The  play  is  laced  with 
music  and  dance,  offering  glimpses  of  the 
rich  culture  which  helps  sustain  Black  South 
Africans  in  their  ongoing  struggle. 

Stationed  near  a  Capetown  taxi  stand 
with  their  wares,  the  three  street  vendors 
joke,  argue  and 
1N|  trade  life  stories 
Jjs||S|§t  with  each  other. 
Without  using  props,  the  players  summon 
up  a  variety  of  settings,  including  the  im¬ 
poverished  rural  “homelands”  where  Black 
South  Africans  are  segregated,  the  wealthy 
city  homes  where  South  African  women  are 
employed  as  domestics,  and  the  shanties 
where  they  finish  out  the  second  half  of  their 
double  day  cooking  and  cleaning  for  their 
own  households. 

In  one  vignette,  “Frances”  (as  her  white 
employer  has  presumed  to  rename  her)  must 
leave  her  own  children  uncared  for  while  she 
earns  wages  as  a  nanny  to  white  children; 
she  is  fired  when  a  miscarriage  causes  her  to 
miss  two  days  of  work.  “I  don’t  think 
you’re  really  serious  about  this  job,”  her 
employer  sniffs.  Meanwhile,  the  neglected 
children  of  Black  South  Africa  take  to  the 
streets,  some  of  them  becoming  the  rowdy 
thieves  who  steal  from  the  street  vendors. 
“These  are  not  the  children  we  labored  to 
give  birth  to,”  their  mothers  lament,  “but 
monsters  created  by  the  system.” 


Some  of  them,  however,  are  taking  to  the 
streets  to  demonstrate  against  the  injustices 
of  that  system,  and  they  are  following  in 
their  mothers’  footsteps  when  they  do  so, 
often  unknowingly.  The  play’s  title  is^taken 
from  a  protest  song  commemorating  the 
1956  Women’s  March  against  the  inclusion 
of  women  in  the  South  African  pass  system; 
the  attention  to  the  historical  dimension  of 
today’s  struggle  is  one  of  the  play’s  many 
strengths. 

When  we  first  meet  the  three  vendors,  on¬ 
ly  Sdudla  is  connected  to  this  history  of  ac¬ 
tivism.  The  other  two  reject  her  astute 
assessment  of  the  world  they  live  in:  the 
credulous  Mampopo  defends  racist  South 
African  Prime  Minister  Botha,  and  feisty 
Mambele  longs  for  peace  and  quiet.  By  the 
play’s  close,  however,  the  sharing  of  their 
stories  has  given  the  women  a  more  radical 
perspective,  and  they  avow  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  fighting  for  freedom.  “This  burden 
is  heavy,”  they  sing,  “It  has  defeated 
men/lt  won’t  defeat  us/Women!” 

The  five-minute  standing  ovation  that  the 
Vusisizwe  Players  received  the  night  we  at¬ 
tended  was  well-deserved.  You  Strike  the 
Woman,  You  Strike  the  Rock  ranks  as  one 
of  the  best  plays  of  1988.  □ 


Cardinal 

Continued  from  page  3 

Because  Zakim  refused,  ACT  UP/Boston 
began  a  petition  drive  and  gathered  over  700 
signatures  denouncing  the  honoring  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Law.  Organizers  said  they  intended  to 
deliver  the  petitions  to  Zakim  during  the 
demonstration,  but  the  plan  was  waylaid 
during  the  arrests  of  the  Westin  5. 
Nonetheless,  ACT  UP/Boston  members 
said  they  felt  their  point  was  well-made. 

“It’s  possible  the  ADL  thinks  that 
establishing  contact  with  Law  can  be 
beneficial,”  said  Stephen  Skuce  of  ACT 
UP/Boston,  “but  I  doubt  any  good  will 
come,  or  any  change  will  come,  to  Law’s 
allegiance  to  the  Catholic  dogma.” 

Stated  Zakim,  in  an  interview  with  the 
Boston  Globe,  “Historically,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  relations  were  marked  by  distrust 
and  ignorance,  but  the  last  few  years  have 
been  marked  by  increasing  sensitivity  and 
we  believe  that  movement  has  to  be  pro¬ 
moted  and  encouraged. 

“What  I  find  distressing  about  the  pro¬ 
testers  is  that  they  have  impugned  the  civil 
rights  of  Cardinal  Law,”  Zakim  continued. 
“They  showed  themselves  to  believe  that  if 
you  don’t  pass  their  single-issue  litmus  test, 
then  they  don’t  want  anything  to  do  with 
you.” 

Blumenfeld  disputed  Zakim’s  claims, 
calling  the  matter  far  more  than  “single¬ 
issue”  and  stating  that  no  one  had  denied 
Cardinal  Law’s  civil  rights  or  categorically 
labeled  attendees  at  the  ADL  dinner  as 
bigots.  Blumenfeld  accused  Zakim  of 
fabricating  a  “straw  horse”  to  divert  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  real  issues  of  homophobia, 
sexism  and  the  failure  to  respond  compas¬ 
sionately  to  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Along  with 
ACT  UP/Boston,  groups  supporting  the 
Oct.  6  demonstration  included 
Dignity/Boston  (a  Catholic  les/gay  group), 
Am  Tikva  (a  Jewish  les/gay  group),  MASS 
ACT  OUT,  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA)  and  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW). 


Charges  of  insensitivity 

Some  participants  and  observers  of  the 
protest  outside  the  Westin  Hotel  expressed 
anger  over  aspects  of  the  demonstration 
they  said  were  anti-Semitic  and  sexist. 
Critics  charged  members  of  ACT 
UP/Boston  with  failing  to  ensure  that  an  ac¬ 
tion  directed  at  the  ADL  was  clearly  not- 
targeted  against  Jews.  The  strongest 
criticism  was  raised  concerning  the  depic¬ 
tion  of  horns  on  Cardinal  Law’s  head  on 
demo  publicity  flyers,  and  horned  devil 
costumes  worn  by  a  number  of  protesters. 
Some  community  members  said  they  were 
offended  because  of  an  anti-Semitic  myth 
contending  that  Jewish  people  have  horns 
on  their  heads;  they  claimed  the  use  of  horn 
imagery  for  the  demonstration  represented 
an  insensitivty  towards  Jews.  Others  in  at¬ 
tendance  expressed  anger  at  protesters  wear¬ 
ing  witches’  costumes,  calling  the  approach 
misogynist. 

“1  was  wary  of  coming  to  this  demo 
because  of  anti-Semitism,”  said  Liz  Galst,  a 
lesbian  participant  who  expressed  her  anger 
to  Steven  Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston.  Busby 
told  Galst  that  organizers  had  tried  to  “fend 
off  troubles  and  deal  with  anti-Semitism,” 
and  apologized  for  what  he  called  the 
unintended  offense.  However,  Galst  said 
she  was  not  satisfied  with  his  explanation 
because  Busby  said  ACT  UP/Boston  would 
discuss  the  issues  later,  rather  than  ask  peo¬ 
ple  to  remove  horned  costumes  while  the 
demo  was  in  progress. 

Another  confrontation  during  the  Oct.  6 
action  involved  a  lone  man  who  entered  into 
the  line  of  circling  protesters  bearing  a  large, 
rabidly  anti-Semitic  and  racist  picket  sign. 
He  would  not  leave  when  asked  by  demo 
organizers,  and  police  defended  his  right  to 
be  on  the  sidewalk.  Demonstrators  managed 
to  crowd  him  and  cover  his  sign  with  other 
placards,  but  the  man  lingered  and  diverted 
the  attention  of  onlookers  for  much  of  the 
demonstration.  Eventually,  he  was  shunned 
to  a  distant  sidewalk,  and  the  protest  con¬ 
tinued,  further  disrupted  by  the  arrest  of  the 
Westin  5.  □ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  OCTOBER  16-22,  1988  □  PAGE  7 


Debra  Samdperil 


d.c.  diary mmmm. 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Saturday,  October  8th:  We’ve  all  managed 
to  meet  up  for  the  NAMES  Project 
Candlelight  Vigil.  Thousands  and 
thousands  of  people  marching  quietly 
through  the  streets  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial. 
Just  as  1  start  thinking  to  myself  that  this 
march  is  missing  something,  my  affinity 
group  starts  singing  new  verses  of  “We  Shall 
Overcome.”  Others  join  in.  We  get  to  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  and  look  behind  us  — 
some  people  are  waving  their  arms  with  their 
candles,  creating  a  wave-like  image,  while 
others  have  set  the  candles  to  float  in  the 
reflecting  pool.  The  speeches  begin.  I’m  im¬ 
pressed  by  how  inclusive  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject  has  been.  A  mother  whose  son  has  died 
of  AIDS,  a  woman  from  Uganda,  the 
Florida  mother  whose  daughter  is  being  told 
she  must  sit  in  a  glass  cage  if  she  wants  to  at¬ 
tend  school.  The  mother  of  a  hemophiliac. 
And  then  1  get  angry.  The  words  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  are  not  mentioned.  People  talk  about 
prejudice,  but  not  homophobia.  Nobody 
directly  talks  about  the  experiences  of  IV 
drug  users,  or  the  tremendous  role  gay  men 
have  played  in  this  epidemic.  Lesbians  are 
invisible,  and  no  self-identified  PWA 
speaks. 


Sunday:  I  get  up  and  go  to  the  Quilt.  I  find 
Leni  Malone’s  panel  and  start  taking 
pictures.  I  do  the  same  at  Bob  Andrews’ 
panel.  Then  1  just  wander  around,  looking, 
watching,  snapping  pictures,  talking  to  the 
ACT  NOW  people  who  are  leafletting  at  the 
Quilt  about  the  upcoming  demonstrations.  I 
go  over  to  check  out  the  ACT  NOW  con¬ 
ference.  1  was  disturbed  by  the  number  of 
sectarians  [members  of  small,  doctrinaire 
national  parties]  at  Saturday’s  Teach-in,  but 
decide  to  go  see  what  is  happening  today. 

Everyone  is  gathered  in  the  auditorium 
for  report-backs  from  the  morning  sessions. 
It  is  clear  the  sectarians  are  still  here.  The 
people  of  color  task  force  talks  about  build¬ 
ing  an  anti-racist  AIDS  movement  and  urges 
ACT  NOW  to  form  a  national  organization. 

I  think  to  myself  that  even  if  every  person  in 
the  room  at  that  moment  wants  to  build  an 
anti-racist  AIDS  movement,  that  will  not  in 
and  of  itself  make  it  happen.  ACT  NOW  is 
too  young  and  too  weak  to  form  a  national 
organization,  it  should  remain  a  loose  net¬ 
work  .  The  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders)  caucus  reports  back.  They  are 
men  and  women,  primarily  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  with  AIDS,  ARC,  chronic  fatigue  syn¬ 
drome  (CFS)  and  some  are  HI  V  positive.  I  am 
fascinated  by  the  fact  that  people  with  CFS 
have  been  incorporated  into  this  movement. 
The  man  giving  the  report  back  challenges 
the  AIDS  activist  mentality  that  demands 
everything  must  be  done  right  now,  im¬ 
mediately,  because  “people  are  dying.”  He 
says  it  is  important  to  create  a  movement  in 
which  people  can  live  and  not  burn  out. 

The  women’s  caucus  is  next  and  they 
report  that  their  discussion  was  productive, 
even  though  the  group  contained  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  various  factions  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  They  talk  about  the  dynamics  of 
working  with  men,  how  the  trajectory  of  the 
epidemic  is  different  for  different  cities  and 
how  this  influences  the  movement’s  de¬ 
mands,  and  how  we  shouldn’t  submerge 
conflict. 

Monday:  At  the  demonstration  in  front 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  we  put  the  Reagan 
Administration  on  trial.  The  verdict  is 
definitely  “guilty.”  This  demonstration  is 
our  chance  to  articulate  a  broader  politics  of 
the  AIDS  activist  movement,  but  the  media 
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NAMES  Project  Quilt  comes  back  to  D.C. 


a  weekend 


By  Vito  Russo 

t  was  quite  a  weekend!  I  really  felt  that 
the  D.C.  actions  were  the  culmination  of 
the  battle  to  keep  our  movment  focussed 
on  treatment,  in  terms  of  getting  drugs  into 
the  bodies  of  sick  people  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  was  very  pleased  with  that  because  drugs 
and  the  FDA  is  what  we’ve  been  screaming 
about.  Even  in  ACT  UP,  those  of  us  who 
are  PWAs  have  been  fighting  very  hard  for 
the  last  year  and  a  half  to  try  and  keep  the 
issue  centered  on  drugs. 

What  I  was  disappointed  with  most  of  all 
is  that  the  New  York  Times  seems  to  have 
just  dropped  out  of  the  picture  completely. 
We’ve  been  working  on  them  for  a  year  and 
a  half.  We’ve  gone  through  channels,  we’ve 
had  meetings  with  them,  we’ve  done 
everything  we  can  do,  and  all  we  got  out  of 
this  entire  weekend  in  the  New  York  Times 
was  a  photo  and  a  caption  saying  that  a  few 
hundred  people  were  in  Washington.  There 
was  national  and  international  press  there 
and  the  Times  did  nothing.  It  just  really 
makes  me  angry. 

I  was  also  disappointed  by  the  candlelight 


By  Martin  Hiraga 

he  first  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  it  was 
really  important  for  me  that  the 
members  of  my  group,  ACT  UP/ 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  were  there  in  D.C.  with  me 
for  the  AIDS  actions.  We’re  only  six  people 
in  the  group  and  I’ve  had  the  most  contact 
with  other  people  dealing  with  AIDS.  So  it 
was  important  that  they  saw  the  activism  of 
PWAs.  I’m  positive  for  HIV  and  I  have 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  so  I’m  not  really 
considered  a  person  with  AIDS,  which  is  as 
it  should  be. 

Another  really  important  thing  to  me  is 
being  a  member  of  the  PISD  (People  with 
Immune  System  Disorders)  caucus  of  ACT 
NOW.  1  feel  a  strong  allegiance  with  the 
other  people  in  PISD;  in  fact,  of  all  the 
caucuses  in  ACT  NOW  our  group  and  the 
women’s  caucus  probably  have  the  most  in¬ 
ternal  solidarity.  The  way  our  group  started 
was  that  a  woman  with  an  unknown  disease 


rally,  although  I  liked  the  Cleve  Jones 
speech  very  much,  because  there  was  no 
“G”  word  or  “L”  word.  There  wasn’t  a  gay 
man,  except  for  Cleve,  who  spoke  at  that 
thing.  There  wasn’t  a  gay  PWA.  It  was  like 
they  were  bending  over  backwards  to  say 
“This  is  not  a  gay  disease,  we’re  all  in  this 
together.”  Which  is  tacitly  true,  but  you 
can’t  say  “This  is  not  a  gay  disease”  and 
then  say  that  the  majority  of  the  people  with 
it  are  homosexuals.  So  I  really  felt  like  there 
was  a  component  missing  from  that. 

I  also  want  to  comment  on  my  speech  at 
the  rally  at  Health  and  Human  Services  on 
Monday  where  I  said  that  our  movement  has 
been  attacked  by  the  Left  as  well  as  the 
Right.  What  I  was  referring  to  specifically 
there  was  the  Revolutionary  Socialist 
Workers’  Party  and  the  New  Alliance  Party 
and  the  various  other  sectarian  groups  who  I 
see,  clearly,  as  parasites,  who  are  not  in¬ 
terested  in  AIDS,  who  will  always  come  to 
any  group  that  has  numbers,  or  power,  or 
the  ability  to  get  people  into  the  streets,  and 
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that  might  be  chronic  fatigue  syndrome  met 
with  a  group  of  us  who  had  various  AIDS- 
related  illnesses  and  that  just  opened  a  new 
door  for  us  to  deal  with  health  care  in 
general. 

In  terms  of  the  actions  we  did  in  D.C.,  a 
number  of  us  in  PISD  got  arrested  at  the 
civil  disobedience.  We  learned  a  lot  because 
the  police  tried  to  isolate  and  separate  us. 
When  they  were  arresting  us,  I  asked  for  an 
interpreter  because  I’m  hard  of  hearing;  1  do 
the  best  one-on-one  and  I  do  okay  in  a  group 
if  I’m  not  stressed  out  —  this  was  a  group 
and  very  stressful.  The  police  refused  the  in¬ 
terpreter.  We  were  also  dealing  with  other 
disability  issues  in  the  group;  a  woman  in 
PISD  had  particular  needs  and  so  did  a 
PWA.  The  police  just  kept  ignoring  us. 
They  continued  to  try  to  isolate  us  in  the 
detention  center,  and  this  shows  a  lot  about 
Continued  on  page  10 


next  year  the  quilt 
won’t  fitMMi 

By  Phill  Wilson 

y  overall  feeling  about  the  actions  in 
D.C.  has  to  do  with  the  Quilt.  I  was 
in  Washington  for  the  March  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  a  year  ago  when  the 
S  Quilt  took  up  over  two  blocks.  This  year  it 
■§.  had  grown  to  take  up  the  whole  Ellipse. 
|  What  was  so  startling  to  me  about  it  was  that 
c  I  realized  the  only  thing  that  has  changed 
1  since  last  October  was  the  size  of  the  Quilt. 
z  We  have  not  had  the  response  that  we  need 
from  the  government  and  that’s  very 
debilitating  and  immobilizing.  The  premise 
of  civil  disobedience  and  all  our  actions  in 
D.C.  is  that  society  as  a  whole  cares.  But  as 
we  continue  to  do  this  work,  I  become  less 
hopeful  about  that.  We  consistently  meet 
more  people  who  care,  but  they’re  all  still 
the  exceptions,  not  the  rule. 

In  terms  of  the  participation  of  people  of 
color  in  the  actions,  it  was  limited.  At  this 
point,  I  think  this  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  our  communities  are  in  denial,  and 
we’re  in  denial  for  a  lot  of  very  legitimate 
reasons.  One  is  that  we’re  overwhelmed; 
we’re  just  not  prepared  to  deal  with  AIDS 
on  top  of  everything  else. 

I  did  attend  the  all-day  conference  on 
AIDS  that  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  actions,  and  I 
thought  it  was  very  successful.  It  was  design¬ 
ed  to  begin  the  process  of  energizing  and 
training  men  of  color  around  the  country  to 
take  leadership  on  issues  of  people  of  color 
and  AIDS.  Speakers  included  members  of 
Llego,  the  new  national  Latino  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  group,  Gil  Gerald  of  the  National 
AIDS  Network  and  representatives  of 
YMACT  (Young  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together). 

I  also  attended  the  candlelight  vigil  on 
Saturday.  I  was  very  disappointed  to  not 
hear  any  self-identified  person  with  AIDS 
speak.  I  heard  mothers  of  PWAs,  but  I 
didn’t  hear  people  with  AIDS.  When  we 
deal  with  significant  others  of  PWAs,  it 
seems  that  we  always  go  to  the  mothers  or 
sisters  of  PWAs  and  I  understand  the 
political  expediency  of  that.  However,  I 
don’t  believe  they’re  in  the  majority  of  who 
cares  for  PWAs;  the  majority  are  the  lovers. 
My  lover  is  a  PWA.  It’s  the  lovers  who  are 
dealing  with  the  issue  of  homophobic  bias 
along  with  watching  the  most  important 
person  in  our  life  die. 

The  last  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  the  gay 
and  lesbian  people  who  are  looking  at  this 
November’s  election  may  not  be  happy  with 
Michael  Dukakis.  But  we  know  we’re  not 
happy  with  George  Bush.  We  know  that  if 
he’s  elected,  next  year  the  Quilt  won’t  fit  on 
the  Ellipse;  it  will  be  too  big  to  take  to 
Washington  at  all. 

Phill  Wilson  is  the  chairperson  of  the  Black 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Leadership  Forum,  an 
AIDS  educator  and  a  person  with  ARC. 
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Billy  [ones  testifies  at  mock  trial  of  HHS 


"Judge”  Carol  Leigh  (L)  at  HHS  demo 


Debra  Samdperil 


we  who  are  pisd  \m 

By  Michael  Ryan 

Being  a  part  of  PISD  (People  with  Im¬ 
mune  System  Disorders)  was  an  em¬ 
powering  experience  for  me.  I  felt  it 
was  PISD  who  set  the  militant  tone  at  the 
FDA.  We  were  the  ones  who  set  up  the 
“drug  store,”  and  sold  illegal  drugs  in  front 
of  the  police  and  the  media.  We  also  were 
the  First  to  cross  police  lines  to  hang  the  First 
banner  on  the  building  proclaiming  it  the 
Federal  Death  Administration. 

The  militancy  of  the  PISD  caucus  permit¬ 
ted  others  to  take  a  more  aggressive  stand. 
We  who  are  PISD  expressed  our  anger  at  a 
system  that  is  not  working,  and  we  gave  to 
everyone  there  the  sense  of  urgency  and  the 
need  for  immediate  action.  I  like  to  think  of 
my  activism  as  a  form  of  therapy.  Acting  up 
is  keeping  me  alive.  As  a  PWA  I  hope  other 
PWAs  will  come  out  and  get  involved 
politically  in  this  struggle  for  our  lives. 


unrelenting 
recitation  of 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

Walking  towards  the  Ellipse  from  the 
Tidal  Basin  to  see  the  Quilt  on 
Saturday,  you  could  begin  to  hear 
the  names  being  read  out  loud  slowly  and 
steadily.  As  we  got  nearer,  the  striking  jux¬ 
taposition  of  the  enormous  quilt  on  the 
grass  and  the  White  House  behind  it  on  the 
hill  gave  me  a  chill.  The  experience  of 
physically  walking  into  the  Quilt  is  like  see¬ 
ing  the  Vietnam  Memorial,  which  is  literally 
cut  into  the  ground  a  few  blocks  from  where 
the  Quilt  was  displayed  and  also  contains 
the  names  of  those  it  memorializes. 

The  thing  that  really  got  to  me  was  the 
combination  of  the  visual  enormity  of  the 
Quilt  and  the  unrelenting  recitation  of 
names.  The  speakers  stood  at  a  small  lectern 
on  one  side  of  the  Quilt  —  not  on  a  huge 
platform  or  anything  —  and  were  flanked 
by  sign-language  interpreters.  Each  speaker 
was  introduced  and  then  he  or  she  would 
read  a  list  of  several  names.  Some  would 
read  part  of  their  list,  then  preface  the  re¬ 
maining  name  or  names  with  ‘‘and  my  dear 
friends,”  or  ‘‘and  my  partner  and  lover”  or 
“and  my  beloved  son.”  Often  their  voices 
would  break  —  and  I  could  feel  the  tears 
welling  up  in  my  eyes  —  but  they  would  con¬ 
tinue.  And  when  they  were  finished  so¬ 
meone  else  would  take  their  place.  I  realized 
they  had  started  reading  the  names  hours 
before  I  got  there,  and  would  keep  reading 
hours  after  I  left. 

Jennie  McKnight  is  a  lesbian  feminist  ac¬ 
tivist  and  news  editrix  at  GCN. 


Demonstrators  made  many  statements  with  their  mouths 


deja  vu  and 
optimism 

By  Billy  Jones 

or  me  it  was  a  tedious  weekend  of 
reflecting,  of  strategizing,  of  network¬ 
ing,  of  listening  and  sharing  and  caring. 
It  was  a  weekend  of  activism  of  persons  of 
our  community,  as  well  as  spokespersons 
for  the  community.  It  was  a  weekend  of 
diversity  and  pluralism,  of  controversies 
and  solidarity.  It  was  a  weekend  of  deja  vu, 
for  seasoned  activists  who  spent  a  lot  of  time 
talking  about  1979,  1984,  all  the  years  of  the 
past,  and  high  energy  optimism  for  new  ac¬ 
tivists  who  talked  about  the  future.  And  it 
was  a  weekend  of  conferences  and  teach-ins 
and  quilts  and  marches  and  rallies  and 
speeches  and  films  and  art  and  it  was  fun. 


seizing  the 


By  Sue  Hyde 

e  seized  this  moment  in  the  AIDS 
epidemic  to  challenge  the  scientific 
bureaucracy  to  provide  access  to 
experimental  treatment  —  the  only  kind  of 
healthcare  available  to  PWAs,  PWARCs 
and  HIV-positive  people.  And  we  seized  this 
moment  in  the  AIDS  epidemic  to  expose 
and  criticize  the  relationship  between  the 
profit-driven  drug  corporations  and  the 


Michael  Ryan  is  a  member  of  A  CT  UP /San 
Francisco,  is  a  PWA,  and  a  member  of  the 
ACT  NOW  PISD  caucus. 


Billy  Jones  is  an  old  timer  and  political 
social  activist. 


Candlelight  vigil  lights  up  reflecting  pool 


an  awesome  sights 

By  Scott  Sanders 

The  weekend  was  a  turning  point  for 
AIDS  activism  because  it  proved  how 
strong  we  are  when  groups  from  across 
the  country  work  together.  The  teach-in  was 
an  opportunity  for  folks  to  sit  down  face-to- 
face  and  share  their  knowledge,  concerns 
and  differing  perspectives.  It  was  something 
that  needed  to  happen  to  strengthen  our 
working  relationships. 

The  action  at  the  FDA  was  an  awesome 
sight  because  it  so  clearly  expressed  our 
anger  and  desperation.  It  sent  a  message  to 
the  American  public  that  we  are  out  there 
because  we  don’t  want  the  Quilt  to  grow  any 
larger  and  the  government  isn’t  doing 
anything  to  make  that  happen.  Participants 
left  on  a  real  high  and  went  home  with  the 
energy  that  we  desperately  need  for  the  bat¬ 
tles  that  lie  ahead. 

Scott  Sanders  is  a  founding  member  of 
OUT  (Oppression  Under  Target)  a  local 
direct  action  group  from  Washington  D.  C. 
and  coordinator  of  ACT  NOW  (AIDS 
Coalition  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win). 


Creatively-clad  affinity  group  makes  a  break  for  the  FDA  lobby 


FDA. 

The  FDA  was  created  to  represent  and 
protect  consumers  from  fraud  and  unsafe 
drugs;  in  the  context  of  AIDS,  however,  this 
agency  acts  as  a  shield  for  companies  like 
Burroughs-Wellcome,  which  is  reaping 
massive  profits  from  its  unregulated  and 
unscrupulous  marketing  of  AZT.  The  FDA 
has  yet  to  demand  from  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  an  accounting  of  its  AZT  pricing 
structure.  And  it  has  yet  to  demand  from 
Congress  the  power  to  do  so.  It’s  past  time 
for  FDA  Commissioner  Frank  Young  to 
seize  control  of  the  process  of  drug  testing 
and  licensure  and  to  act  in  the  best  interest 
of  citizens  in  need  of  healthcare.  And  if  he  is 
not  prepared  or  able  to  do  so,  Frank  Young 
should  resign  and  give  the  job  to  someone 
who  will  work  for  us,  not  for  profiteering 
drug  companies.  Move  over  Frank  Young, 
or  we’ll  move  on  over  you. 

Sue  Hyde  is  chair  of  the  ACT  NOW  action 
committee  and  a  staff  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 


reasons  to  go  to 


d.CMI 


By  George  Bellinger 

Here’s  a  quick  wrap-up  of  the 
weekend.  The  Quilt  was  phenomenal 
to  see.  The  turnout  and  interest  really 
showed  reaffirmed  commitment;  people 
kept  asking  when  they  could  see  it  again. 
The  civil  disobedience  was  really  important, 
too,  and  I  think  it  was  important  that  people 
got  arrested. 

It  was  significant  to  me  that  other 
organizations  held  events  during  the  ACT 
NOW  weekend.  For  example.  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  had  an  AIDS  con¬ 
ference  and  an  Asian  lesbian  group  met. 
That  meant  that  people  had  a  lot  of  reasons 
to  come  to  D.C.  1  did  think  it  was  unfor¬ 
tunate,  though,  D.C.  being  such  a  Black  ci¬ 
ty,  that  more  Black  people  didn’t  come  out 
to  support  the  actions.  In  that  way  it  was  a 
mixed  bag.  And  that’s  it. 


George  Bellinger  is  an  AIDS  educator,  a 
member  of  Gay  Men  of  A frican  Descent  and 
a  member  of  the  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays. 


Debra  Samdperil 


'Mock  pharmacy  sells  real  treatments  at  FDA 
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Solidarity 

Continued  from  centerspread 
the  prison  system  as  a  whole.  They  would 
come  and  talk  to  us  and  I  kept  saying  “1 
can’t  hear  you  until  you  bring  an  inter¬ 
preter.  It’s  my  right  to  have  an  interpreter 
every  time  you  try  to  come  and  talk  to  us.” 

So,  in  addition  to  the  demand  for  an  in¬ 
terpreter  that  the  police  would  pay  for,  we 
demanded  mats  and  blankets  for  all  of  us 
and  that  the  PWA  in  our  group  be  allowed 
to  get  out  because  he  needed  to  get  an  infu¬ 
sion.  We  wouldn’t  back  down  and  finally 
they  met  our  demands. 

It  empowered  me  to  be  with  people  who 
supported  me  about  what  I  needed,  and  it 
was  empowering  to  be  able  to  support  the 
rest  of  the  group  with  what  they  needed.  I 
feel  really  alone  sometimes;  this  gave  me  a 
wonderful  sense  of  connecting. 

Martin  Hiraga  is  Asian,  a  gay  man,  and  32 
years  old.  He’s  a  sign  language  interpreter 
and  has  been  getting  arrested  since  he  was 
12. 


Mourners  at  the  Quilt 


pSj 

1  cV.  1 

tops  in  gloves  protect  front  door  of  FDA  from  die-in 


victims 


A  weekend 

Continued  from  centerspread 
try  to  co-opt  them.  And  they  make  me 
furious.  I  think  that  we  should  just  kick 
them  out. 

In  terms  of  future  organizing,  I  think 
we’ve  reached  a  plateau  in  terms  of  what 
we’re  able  to  mobilize.  We’re  short  of  peo¬ 
ple,  not  issues.  1  mean,  I’m  wiped  out,  I 
can’t  do  any  more  ACT  UP  stuff  until 
November.  Because  I’m  tired,  you  know. 
And  it  always  falls  to  the  PWAs  and  to  their 
friends.  We  all  have  friends  who  are  sick, 
we’re  sick  ourselves.  How  much  can  your 
body  take?  I  really  would  like  to  see  more 
people  get  involved  in  AIDS  activism  across 
the  board.  I  think  in  New  York,  at  least,  it 
is. 

ACT  UP/NY,  of  which  I’m  a  member,  is 
the  best  group  I’ve  ever  worked  with  in  my 
life.  It  really  is.  I’m  so  proud  of  ACT  UP. 
They  mean  so  much  to  me  and  we  love  each 
other  so  much.  Because  it’s  really  turned  the 
movement  around  in  terms  of  my  life,  hope 
for  the  future,  hope  for  survival.  I  really  feel 
like  these  are  people  who  came  together  and 


they’re  willing  to  fight  for  my  survival.  And 
that  makes  me  very  happy. 

Vito  Russo  is  a  member  of  ACT  UP/ NY, 
a  person  with  AIDS  and  the  author  of  The 
Celluloid  Closet. 
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STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-755S 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  commumty. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02I0S 
I  800  352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
731  1015 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  l-S  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm. 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  44S-I277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


Activists  arrested  watch  the  action  from  inside  the  police  buses 


Diary 

Contifiued  from  centerspread 

fails  to  pick  up  on  this  and  covers  the 

demonstration  as  a  pre-FDA  rally.  The  rally 

is  good,  the  coverage  and  attendance  are 

disappointing. 

After  a  quick  bite  to  eat  we  go  off  to  the 
“pre-action”  meeting  to  make  final  plans 
for  the  civil  disobedience  (CD)  at  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration.  Used  to  leaving 
things  to  the  last  minute,  our  Mass  Act  Out 
affinity  group  makes  its  preliminary  deci¬ 
sions  at  this  meeting,  and  agrees  to  scope  out 
the  situation  when  we  get  to  the  FDA  and 
make  more  detailed  plans  then.  The  group 
doubles  in  size,  agreeing  to  be  joined  by 
folks  from  Boston  Act  Up,  Boston  PWA 
Coalition,  and  several  Rhode  Island  AIDS 
activists  who  want  to  be  in  a  bigger  group. 
There  are  about  20  of  us  now,  equally  divid¬ 
ed  between  men  and  women.  We  agree  to  all 
wear  bright  yellow  gloves,  which  Mike 
Friedman  has  said  he  will  pick  up  tonight. 
We’ve  named  our  affinity  group  “Nobody’s 
Nasty  Little  Secret,”  but  we  become  known 
as  “Yellow  Gloves.”  Our  plan  is  to  meet  in 
Rockville,  Maryland  at  the  un-godly  hour  of 
6:45am.  No  one  gets  much  sleep. 

Tuesday:  Images  and  sounds  take  over 
my  senses.  Brightly  costumed  affinity 
groups  begin  to  gather  in  the  parking 
lot  across  from  the  FDA  and  in  front  of  the 
building.  San  Francisco  ACT  UP  is  wearing 
tie-dyed  t-shirts  with  “Purple  Rage” 
scrawled  across  the  front.  The  PISD  caucus 
of  ACT  NOW  has  formed  an  affinity  group. 
They  have  on  white  shirts  and  headbands.  A 
New  York  ACT  UP  “Seeing  Red”  affinity 
group  is  wearing  lab  coats  with  red  paint 
splattered  across  the  front.  They  can  be  seen 
throughout  the  day  walking  around  chan¬ 
ting  “The  government  has  blood  on  its 
hands,  and  I’m  seeing  red.”  Everyone  is 
chanting  “Act  Up,  Fight  Back,  Fight 
AIDS”  and  “History  will  recall,  Reagan 
and  Bush  did  nothing  at  all.”  I  notice  many 
lesbians  from  around  the  country  who  were 
once  active  in  the  Reproductive  Rights  Na¬ 
tional  Network,  and  am  not  surprised  by 
their  presence  here. 

The  whole  demonstration  has  more  the 
flavor  of  the  sixties  than  the  ’80s.  People  are 
being  incredibly  spontaneous  and  creative. 
The  building  is  soon  draped  with  “Silence 
Equals  Death”  banners  and  many  different 
posters.  All  the  entrances  to  the  building  are 
blocked.  No  one  else  can  get  in  to  work. 
There  is  more  media  at  this  demonstration 
than  at  any  other  I’ve  been  to.  The  way  to 
get  arrested  at  this  CD  is  to  lie  down  in  front 
of  the  main  entrance.  Those  lying  down  in 
front  of  other  entrances  are  left  alone. 
Those  who  lie  down  in  the  street  in  front  of  a 
bus-full  of  arrested  demonstrators  are  also 
allowed  to  stay  put.  Finally  the  prisoners 
themselves  ask  the  demonstrators  to  move. 

“Yellow  Gloves”  hooks  up  for  most  of 
the  day  wit-h  “Purple  Rage.”  We  become  a 
bi-coastal  action  team,  roaming  around  the 
building  forcing  the  closing  of  entrance 
after  entrance.  We  are  pushed  around  by  the 
police,  but  most  are  not  arrested.  Our  two 
groups  stage  a  kiss-in  in  front  of  a  bus  load 
of  arrestees.  We  chant  “Purple  Rage  in  my 
hair,  pardon  me  while  I  kiss  this 
guy/girl.”  We  notice  that  the  bus 
driver  of  this  particular  bus  is  a  sympathetic 
woman  with  several  “Silence  =  Death” 
stickers  on  her  jacket.  Everyone  applauds 
her  and  she  gives  the  thumbs  up.  She  is  in  no 
rush  to  take  the  demonstrators  off  to  jail.  In 
this  particular  bus-load  are  several  members 
of  our  affinity  group.  They  had  decided  to 


join  the  protest  at  the  main  gate,  and  get 
themselves  arrested. 

Throughout  the  day  I  chat  with  building 
employees  who  have  not  been  able  to  get  in¬ 
to  work.  Some  of  them  work  at  the  FDA, 
many  work  in  other  departments  the 
building  houses.  People  from  the  Mental 
Health  Department  are  very  sympathetic  to 
the  protest.  One  man  stays  around  all  day, 
and  points  out  to  us  a  “Silence  =  Death” 
poster  a  co-worker  of  his  has  put  in  his  of¬ 
fice  window,  many  flights  up.  I  have  a  long 
conversation  with  an  off-duty  police  officer 
who  says  she  is  out  to  everyone  but  her 
department,  and  has  come  to  support  us  in 
the  way  she  can  —  by  just  being  there  and 
watching. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  those  of  us  still  left 
get  on  the  Metro  back  to  D.C.  We  are  ex¬ 
hausted  and  exhilarated.  We  are  talking 
loudly  and  uncontainably  about  the  action. 
An  FDA  employee  approaches  us,  wanting 
to  discuss  the  protest.  She  is  so  excited  by 
the  conversation  that  she  misses  her  stop 
and  stays  on  for  two  more  stations  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  conversation.  We  huddle 
together  in  a  hotel  room  to  watch  the  news. 
We  are  with  the  men  from  “Purple  Rage” 
again.  The  local  news  does  extensive 
coverage.  The  demonstration  makes  the  na¬ 
tional  news. 

Wednesday:  Back  in  Boston.  I’m  still 
seeing  images  from  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  and  hearing  the  chants  in  my 
head.  While  excited  by  the  demonstration, 
which  feels  like  the  kick-off  to  a  national 
AIDS  activist  movement,  I  have  questions 
about  the  direction  this  movement  is  taking. 
With  most  of  the  news  coverage  being 
limited  to  the  demands  for  release  of  new 
AIDS  drugs,  I’m  worried  about  whether  or 
not  it  will  be  possible  to  broaden  the  agenda. 
At  yesterday’s  CD  one  affinity  group  burn¬ 
ed  an  effigy  of  President  Reagan.  I  wish  we 
had  thought  to  burn  copies  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  “Understanding  AIDS”  pamphlet. 
We  need  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for 
sexually  explicit,  culturally  sensitive  safe  sex 
education/brochures.  That  seems  to  me  as 
important  a  demand  as  the  release  of  new 
drugs.  And  it  doesn’t  even  get  us  into  the 
issues  of  national  health  care,  or  housing, 
childcare,  good  nutrition,  etc.  that  some 
PWAs  need  and  can’t  afford. 

It  is  exciting  to  be  a  part  of  this  move¬ 
ment.  That  the  movement  has  generated  so 
much  passion,  intensity  and  debate  about  its 
goals  and  directions  is  a  good  sign.  We  need 
to  keep  asking  the  questions,  and  see  where 
it  all  leads.  We  can’t  be  afraid  to  challenge 
each  other,  nor  should  we  be  afraid  to  listen 
to  each  other.  □ 

Nancy  Wechsler  is  a  member  of  MASS 
A  CT  OUT  amd  a  staff  member  of  the  Resist 
Foundation. 
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Debra  Samdperil 


Adult  Children  Of 
Alcoholics 


have  trouble  trusting  people 
. .  .don’t  believe  stability  and 
happiness  can  last. .  .may  be 
drawn  to  heavy  drinkers. .  .or 
turn  to  alcohol  themselves. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo t) 

USA  4  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120,  All  books  discreetly  by  tirst  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  59B  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labelsl 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  "no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 

bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  diidos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  diidos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  diidos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body's  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


ft’s  FIRST 

PARTY  LINE 


.45  per  mini 


For  Video  Order:  1-800-445-5669 


ake  new  Friends 


PRESS  1.  One-On-One  Rematch-Push  #  for  rematch, 
over  and  over. 

2.  Partyline  up  to  8  callers. 

3.  Listen  to  recorded  messages 
from  other  callers  bulletin  board. 

4.  Record  your  messages  on  the 
Bulletin  Board. 

5.  The  Call-Me-Back  line. 

When  you  can’t  give 
out  your  number. 
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PERSONALS 


SERVICES 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


MARLENE  RICHARDSON,  ACSW 

Certified  Clinical  Social  Worker 
379  State  Street,  Portsmouth,  NH,  03801.  (603) 
431-2580.  Insurance  reimbursable. _ (13) 


LONELY  LESBIAN 

Femme  forty  white  single  brown  hair  brown  eyes  five 
foot  seven  very  affectionate  seeks  female  gays  unable  to 
travel.  Very  unprejudiced  and  lonely.  Am  waiting.  (14) 


MARGARET  KELNER,  MsT 

AMTA-certified,  experienced  massage  therapist  offers 
caring,  relaxing,  deep  massage  for  women.  Techniques 
include  Swedish,  neuromuscular,  structural  massage, 
reflexology.  Jamaica  Plain  office:  (617)  524-2632.  Leave 
message. _ (21) 


LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP 

Therapy  group  starting  October,  Tuesdays,  7-8:30pm. 
16  weeks.  Camb.  location.  For  info,  interview,  call 
Gloria  Melinsky  at  (617)661-0248. _ (14) 


SMALL  TOWN  GIRL 

LF  has  a  lot  to  offer  as  you  do.  Warm  hearted,  good 
looking,  outdoors/athletic,  learning  to  sail.  Enjoy  good 
food,  music,  week-ending  around  New  England,  culture 
and  more!  Looking  for  good  looking  LF  to  bike,  hike, 
x-country  ski  with  me.  Girl  who  likes  walking  beach  or 
cozy  fireplace.  27-37. _ (15) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 


ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GWM  43,  150,  5’8”,  Br/hz,  “AIDS-free,"  looking  for 
someone  to  45  who  is  serious  about  developing  an 
"AIDS-free",  loving,  caring,  monogamous,  l-to-1,  per¬ 
manent,  commitment/relationship.  Send  phone,  photo, 
discriptive  letter  to:  POB  221,  Dorchester,  MA. 
02122-0002.  Thank  you! _ Of) 


HELP  WANTED 


LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 
assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144.  (16) 


FREE  APARTMENT 

PLUS  St  SO/MONTH 

Work  2  3-day  weekend  shifts  and  provide  Vi-time 
emergency  coverage  doing  personal  care  for  Jamaica 
Plain  disabled  lesbian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  learn 
personal  care,  and  not  smoke  on  shift.  Will  train,  call 
Connie  Panzarino  (617)  524-0921. _ (15) 


40  OR  OVER?  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE? 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08543-2357.  (19) 


HOUSEKEEPER 

Young  male  wanted  for  position  in  academic  household 
in  Pittsburgh.  Live-in,  board,  education  expenses  pro- 
vided.  Write  GCN  Box  Service:  #  330. _ (14) 


(14) 


Happy  Birthday  Walta!  Sincerely,  your  li’l  pal. 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GET  HIP! 

Be  the  first  one  to  know  about  every  single  event  taking  place 
in  Boston.. .by  becoming  GCN’s  volunteer  Calendar  Coor¬ 
dinator!  Todd  Hollister  is  leaving  us  in  a  few  weeks  so  we  need 
a  new  somebody  like  crazy.  It’s  fun.  About  3  hrs.  a  week.  Call 
Steph  at  GCN  (617)  4264469. _ 05) 


RED  HANKIE  NETWORK 

Join  200  guys  nation-wide!  For  details,  send  SASE  to:  A.S.P. 
P.O.Box  14543,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.  (15) 


INDEPENDENT  CATHOLIC  MASS 

Sundays,  5:30  PM,  351  Boylston  St.  Gay  Community 
welcome.  Jesus  doesn’t  condemn  He  loves.  (14) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr /week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


Educator/ Consultant 

Experience  in  substance  abuse 
and  AIDS  issues.  Outreach  to 
social  service  providers, 
school,  and  community 
groups.  In-house  consultation 
to  staff  and  clients.  3/4  time 
now,  possible  full-time  after 
January  1.  Recovering  addicts 
(min.  2  years)  encouraged  to 
apply.  Resume  and  cover  lette 
by  October  31  to:  Personnel, 
NIMSA,  P.O.  Box  251,  East 
Boston,  MA  02128. 

Affirmative  Action/ 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 


BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25C  per  word  (35C  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  C  ANNOUNCEMENTS  1  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


carpenter 

wanted 


Looking  for  a  person  who  is 
motivated  and  skilled.  This  is 
a  business  opportunity  with  a 
small  construction  firm. 
Experience  necessary.  Call 
Butler  Builders,  (617) 
893-5971. 


COORDINATOR 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  seeks  part-time  coo 
dinator.  Duties  include  fundraising  and  grant  writin; 
coordinate  speaking  engagements,  assist  officers  ar 
committees.  Send  resumes  by  1 1/15  to  GLSB,  Box  223 
Boston,  MA  02107,  (617)354-0133. _ 0 


PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANCE  FOR  DIASBLED  WRITER 

Help  with  showering,  dressing  and  cooking  on  alternate 
weekends  (mornings).  No  lifting  required  but  prefer 
those  with  strength  and  balance.  Jamaica  Plain  area. 
$7. 10  (no  taxes).  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it  ring.  (15) 


SECRETARY  WOMEN’S  HEALTH  UNIT 

Mass.  Dept,  of  Health  seeks  a  secretary  for  the 
Women’s  Health  Unit.  She/he  prepares  correspondence 
and  reports  on  word  processor  or  typewriter;  maintains 
and  updates  mailing  lists;  orders  supplies  and  equipment 
and  performs  related  work  as  required.  Commitment  to 
women’s  issues  preferred.  Send  resumes  to  personnel, 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Public  Health,  150Tremont  St.,  Boston, 
M A  021 1 1.  Deadline  October  27.  EO-AA  Employer. (14) 


CLINICIAN/MASTER’S  LEVEL 

Community  mental  health  center  seeks  master’s  level 
clinician  for  its  AIDS  Advocacy  and  Education  Program 
to  work  in  generic  outpatient  setting  with  mixed  popula¬ 
tion  of  gay  men  and  IV  drug  users  providing  AIDS 
related  treatment.  M.S.W.  preferred.  Full  or  part-time 
(20  hours  minimum).  Send  resume  to  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  New  Bedford  Area  Center  for  Human  Services, 
Inc.,  P.O.  Box  A-2097,  New  Bedford,  MA  02741.  EOE 
(15) 


r 


We  are  now  reopening  our  search  for  a 
domestic  relations  attorney.  The  center  is  a 
clinical  law  placement  for  Harvard  Law  School 
and  a  neighborhood  law  center.  This  position 
requires  admittance  to  a  State  Bar.  Prior  ex¬ 
perience  a  plus.  Excellent  benefits.  Please  send 
resumes  to:  Victoria  Read,  Legal  Services 
Center,  3529  Washington  Street,  jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion  Employer. 


Cambridge 

Human 

Rights 

Commission 


Administrative  Assistant 
handles  all  office  duties, 
records  meetings  and 
coordinates  work  with 
other  City  departments 
and  community  groups. 
Requires  a  commitment 
to  ending  discrimination. 
Demonstrated  interper¬ 
sonal,  organizational  and 
clerical  skills  including 
typing,  shorthand  and 
transcription.  Prior 
knowledge  of  Cambridge 
personal  computer  use 
and  bilingual  skills  pre¬ 
ferred.  $340  weekly  and 
full  benefits. 

Apply  in  writing  by 
10/19/88  to  City  of 
Cambridge,  Personnel 
Department,  City  Hall, 
Room  309,  Cambridge 
MA  02139. 


An  Affirmative  Action  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  iVoiuntary 
information  in  this  regard  is  welcome! 


HOW  CLOSE 
WILL  YOU  GET 
TO  EARNING 
$35K  THIS  YEAR? 


If  your  income  didn’t  top  $35K  then  you  stand  to  gain  from  a 
management  opportunity  at  Store  24.  And  we  can  help  you  get 
there.  We  offer  training,  competitive  starting  pay  and  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  truly  rapid  advancement.  And  we  have  openings  at  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  levels: 


•  STORE  MANAGERS 
•  MANAGEMENT  TRAINEES 


To  succeed,  you  need  leadership  skills  and  the  desire  to  help  others 
advance  and  grow.  You  have  to  be  a  take-charge  person  who  wants 
responsibility  and  the  rewards  it  brings. 

With  20  years  of  experience  in  training  and  advancing  our 
management  team,  we  can  give  you  a  fast  start  on  a  management 
future.  Whether  you’re  working  as  a  Manager  in  a  retail  or  food 
service  position,  or  you  just  think  you’ve  got  what  it  takes,  give 
us  a  call.  See  what  we  have  to  offer  you. 

Please  call  Brian  Johnson  at  1-800-342-3786  (MA)  or 
1-800-742-7002  (outside  MA),  or  forward  your  resume  to:  Brian 
Johnson,  Store  24,  Inc,  184  Riverview  Ave.,  Waltham  MA  02254. 


An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


You  can  get  there  faster  at  Store  24 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


FOR  SALE 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300  plus. 
524-9857, _ (J5) 

JOIN  US  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LF’s  seek  third  for  3BR  apartment  in  beautiful  Vic¬ 
torian  house  near  J.P.  Licks.  Wood  floors,  backyard 
and  porch.  $4l5/mo  includes  heat.  Available  now.  Call 
(61 7)  522-8768  (H)  or  call  Julie  at  725-3562  (W).  (15) 

LF,  32,  and  dog,  seek  LF  to  share  spacious  2  bedroom 
apt.  in  No.  Reading  farmhouse.  Sundeck  and  large 
yard,  near  major  routes.  $375  plus,  (508)  664-0428  (16) 

LF  sought  for  3  BR  Porter  Square  semi-coop  apt.  No 
smkng/pets/drugs.  $367  plus/mo.  available  immed. 
(617)  625-1893. _  (16) 

BEAUTIFUL  POST-MODERN  APARTMENT 
Two  GM  seek  same  for  3  bedroom  apartment  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  Rent  is  a  low  331.70,  includes  heat  and 
hot  water.  Apartment  in  very  good  condition,  as  are  its 
occupants.  Phone  (617)  522-1717.  (14) 

CALENDAR  HEAVEN 

It’s  true:  GCN  really  does  need  a  new  volunteer  calendar 
coordinator.  Please  call  ASAP  and  we’ll  love  you 
forever.  Ask  for  Sleph  at  (617)426-4469. _ (15) 

LF  27  independent  nursing  student  in  search  of  LF  to 
share  recently-acquired  JP  condo  (2  bdrm..  h.w.  floors, 
beautiful,  spacious,  sunpch)  475  htd.  Let’s  create  a  nur- 
turing  stable  home  together.  Pam  (617)  522-1907.  (15) 

2LF’s  sk  1  LF  to  share  their  new  apt.  One  blk  from  Med¬ 
ford  Sq.  350  inc  util,  laundry,  LR  DR.  No  smokers.  Pets 
negot.  Not  avail  till  11/1.  Call  (617)  289-7595  ask  for 
Marie,  afternoons. _ (15) 

SHARE  DORCH  2BD  APT  NEAR  THE  T 
porch,  piano,  pantry,  yard,  wood  floors.  $250  plus 
utilities.  I’m  gay  man,  37,  with  nice  dog.  You’re  non- 
smoker  and  classical  music  lover.  (617)  282-9384 
(message). _ (14) 

2LF  seek  2  female  housemates  for  multiracial  household 
in  J.P.  Beautiful  house,  close  to  T.  250  plus  utilities. 
Avail.  1 1/1 .  Jerri  or  Jan  524-1303. _ (14) 

LF,  30,  sks  rmmtes,  M  or  F,  to  create  coop  home  in  nice 
Medford  apt.  No  smoking  or  pets,  lots  of  sharing  and 
caring.  300  plus, -avail,  now  or  Nov.  I.  Call  Barbara 
(617)  391-7474. _  (14) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  F  for  sunny  3BR  in  Winter  Hill.  Roomy,  bay 
windows,  hardwood,  porches,  parking,  quiet  road.  Seek 
L/Bi  25  plus,  responsible  professional,  sense  of  humor, 
for  friendly  independent  home.  Sorry,  no  smok- 

ing/drugs,  $300  plus  utilities.  Call  623-5535. _ (14) 

CAMB/SOM  nice  apartment  near  everything  and  “T” 
on  quiet  tree-lined  street.  One  responsible  LF  with 
humor  seeks  2L’s,  (25  plus).  No  smoking  or  pets.  For 
12/1.  $342  plus.  (6 1 7)  623-3 1 66. _ (]4) 

LF  lloking  for  non-smoking  same  wno  wants  to  rent 
house  in  No.  shore  area.  Prefer  25-35  prof,  who  like 
quiet  country  near  major  routes.  (508)  777-5765,  (15) 

PROGRESSIVE  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 
Gay  or  Bi  man  sought  for  our  feminist,  semi-veg, 
playful,  spacious  (3  story!),  6-person  home  of  men  and 
women,  gay  and  straight.  Some  shared  meals  and 
chores.  Available  now,  call  ASAP  (after  8pm  is  best): 
617/864-1466. _ 03) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  250  plus  call  491-4005. 
(14) 


APARTMENTS 


Gloucester,  house  to  let,  water  views,  2  bedrooms,  2 
baths,  complete  rehab.,  parking,  $950  plus  utilities,  lease  to 
buy  option,  (508)  283-3989. _ (15) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Great  3-BDRM  apt  for  rent.  Sunny,  freshly  painted,  newly 
redone.  Hdwood  and  softwood  floors.  $950.00  month  plus. 
Pets  ok.  Avail,  immed.  Call  (617)  524-2043. _ (15) 

JONES  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  one  bdrm.  apt.  in  lesbian  owned  house,  offstreet  pkg., 
trees,  air,  view,  avail  Nov.  1,  $525  incl.  heat  &  all  util,  (617) 
436-2583. _ 06) 

CHANDLER  STREET 

Small  I  B.R.  newly  renov.  Includes  gas,  heat,  h/w. 
650/mo.  Floor  thru  1  BR  newly  renov.  Gas,  heat,  H/W. 
950/mo,  By  owner  469-3466.  03) 

WATERFRONT  RENTALS 

New  construction,  1  &  2  bdrms,  prkg,  daily  shuttle  and  public 
trans.  From  $1 ,000/mth.  8894446.  (12) 


PILOTS! 

LF  seeks  partners  M  >rF  in  ’79  TIGER,  I950TT,  15QSMOH, 
IFR  equipped  with  King,  NARCO,  xpndr,  GS,  ADF,  audio 
panel,  intercom.  Based  at  Bedford.  Contact  Megan  877-9019. 
(13) 


MEL  VILLE  PARK  CONDOS 

Spacious  &  affordable.  Almost 
everyone  can  qualify  for  one  of 
seller’s  new  financing  programs  with 
very  little  money  down.  Also,  no 
money  dwn  rent  to  own  option 
available.  $108-115,000.  Call  Peter 
Fairley  at  RE/MAX,  (617)  770-1444, 
MLS.  (12) 


NEW  “Ultra” 

TOWNHOMES 

2  &  3  bedrooms,  2 '/a  baths, 
central  air,  2  car  parking 
with  garage, 
eat-in  kitchen, 
400  yard  walk  to  Wollaston  T 
beautifully  landscaped, 
gas  heat. 

from  $164,900 

Old  Colony  Village 
Open  House 
Sat.-Sun.,  1-4  p.m. 

165  Old  Colony  Road 
Quincy,  MA 
Central  Real  Estate 
(617)  328-1312 
(617)  773-8824 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Escape  to  the  peace  and  privacy  of  Vermont.  Secluded 
lesbian  farm  offers  veg.  cuisine,  cozy  rooms  with  views 
and  daily  trail  rides  c.i  our  own  gentle  horses.  Waterfall 
skinny  dipping.  Early  fall  foliage.  (802)  533-7772.  (9) 

CON  DADO  BEAChTrT 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388. _  (19) 

P-TOWN  TIMESHARE 

I  BR  floating  week  Eastwood  at  Provincetown  sleeps  4. 
Exchange  internationally.  Must  sell.  Call  or  write  (413) 
6284691,  S.  Waldman,  P.O.  Box  409,  Hadley,  MA 
01035. _ (J3) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978,  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  19641  W.  Seven  Mile,  Detroit 
Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN: Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY.  NY, 1001 1. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na-' 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info.  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intcrgcneralional  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art.  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMliLA.  P.O.  Box  1923.  St.  Louis. 
Missouri.  63118, _  (7) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

- ?»-««*  _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


rrisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  1‘risonJUemoirsofanAnurcjust 


f  AEC  to  PRISONERS!! 

Prison  Library  Projects  (BOOKS),  976  W.  Foothill 
Blvd  (1281,  Claremont  CA  9171 1 


Esperanto  League,  Box  1129  El  Cerrito  CA  94530. 

Prison  Project,  Kushi  Found.  Box  1100.  Brookline  HA 

02146.  (Free  copies  of  East-West  lournal,  limited  number) 


Some  FREE  law  books  available.  Ask  for  catalog 

from:  Federal  Judicial  Center,  Dolly  Madison 
House,  1520  H  St  NW,  Washington  DC  20005. 


FREE  BOOKS!!! 

Prison  Book  Program,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130,  send  FREE  (donated,  used)  books  to  prisoners. 
Subjects  include  Gay/Lesbian,  Black,  Latin  American, 
Native  American,  fiction,  politics  and  many  more.  Ask 
for  the  KIND  of  reading  material  you  want  (books  are 
donated  so  we  don’t  always  have  exact  titles)  and  then 
be  PATIENT  (because  we  are  often  a  couple  months 
behind). 

Note  to  outside  prisoner  supporters:  We  have  a 
booklet :  HOW  TO  DO  A  BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 
PROJECT  in  your  area.  Write  GCN,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  if  you're  interested.  FREE! 

»>©©©©©©©©©©©©© 

FREE  to  Prisoners  with  AIDS 
A  very  fine  monthly  newsletter  is  available 
from:  PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  2(3A  W.  19th 
St,  No. 1 25.  New  York.  NY  1001 1. 


L7  -_7  ■ 
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In  Vol.16,  No.  10  we  ran  an  appeal  for  letters  of 
support  to  be  sent  for  Robert  Rosenkrantz,  but 
we  forgot  to  run  the  addresses  where  they 
should  oe  sent.  They  are:  Gov.  Deukmejian, 
Capitol  Bldg,  Sacramento,  CA  95814;  and, 
Robert  Rosenkrantz,  D-34II9  (1112),  PO  Box 
8101,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 


I  have  been  tested  positive  for  HIV  and  need  all 

the  support  that  I  can  get,  including  informa¬ 
tion  and  friendship.  (I  want  you  to  know  that 
your  paper  has  helped  us  out  a  lot  in  here.) 
William  MARTINEZ,  88A  1547,  Box  110, 
Raybrook  NY  12977. 


Stop,  Look  &  Listen!  I’m  seeking  a  companion 
and  hope  that  there  are  some  true  gay  friends 
out  there.  I  have  been  bragging  about  this  GCN 
newspaper  and  our  people.  So  don’t  let  me 
down.  Let’s  show  these  straits  that  we  can  stick 
together  too!  Kyle  ANGLIN,  A147480,  Box  37, 
Chattahoochee  FL  32324. 


40  yr  old  gay  man  in  prison,  basically  leather 
oriented,  into  all  scenes  except  scat.  Am  finan¬ 
cially  ‘secure’  so  I’m  not  looking  for  money 
from  anyone,  just  honest  penpals.  I  lift  weights 
6  days  a  week  and  am  healthy.  Any  age  is  cool. 
Richard  NELSON,  78826-012  Unit  3,  PO  Box 
1010,  Bastrop  TX  78602. 


Since  the  state  of  Mississippi  doesn’t  pay  its 
prisoners  for  the  work  they  do,  poverty  is  ail 
too  common  a  condition.  They  don’t  even  pro¬ 
vide  postage,  making  it  very  difficult  to  corres¬ 
pond.  I  would  very  much  appreciate  receiving 
one  of  your  new  ‘Prisoner  Resource  Lists’.  I 
could  use  some  sort  of  resource:  a  friendly  ear 
would  suffice.  Thank  you  for  being  there.  From 
behind  the  Cotton  Curtain,  Phillip 
GILLESPIE,  67480,  Unit  29K,  Parchman  MS 
38738. 


I’m  a  very  warm  and  considerate  male  in  need 
of  some  correspondence.  Some  kind-hearted 
people  to  write  to.  Just  put  the  pen  to  your 
paper  and  be  real  and  you’ll  have  a  true  friend. 
Patrick  MOONEY,  85A  3856,  Box  500,  Elmira 
NY  14902. 


I’m  seeking  friends  to  write  to  with  an  interest 
in  sports,  poetry,  literature,  music,  and  having 
a  good  time.  Thank  you  for  your  time,  Dale 
WETHERED,  04445-045,  Box  1000-H,  Sand¬ 
stone  MN  55072. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
'  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


I  am  half  Spanish  and  half  Black  and  would  like 
to  write  someone,  possibly  a  feminine  older 
woman.  I  should  be  going  home  soon.  I  like 
humor,  intelligence  and  am  fighting  for  a  drug 
free  life.  Vanetta  BIGGERS,  341108,  Rt  4  Box 
800,  Gatesville  TX  76528. _ 

33  yr  old  Black  woman,  sincere,  honest,  caring, 
would  like  to  write  single,  honest,  caring 
women.  Race  and  age  is  unimportant.  Serena 
GORDON,  136-661,  38  Fourth  St,  Coldwater 
Ml  49036. _ 

I  am  a  22  yr  old  black  single  female,  well 
educated,  soon  to  be  free,  and  would  like  to 
have  a  penpal  to  someone  else,  incarcerated  or 
not;  even  when  I  am  released.  Susan  MUR¬ 
RAY,  665868  (452),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


LF,  26,  seeks  correspondence  with  same.  Age  & 
race  unimportant.  Seeking  close  and  affec¬ 
tionate  friendship.  Lived  in  New  Orleans 
(French  Quarter)  prior  to  imprisonment.  Photo 
appreciated  but  not  necessary.  F.  LeMIEUX, 
(4AL),  100  Dolhonde  St,  Gretna  LA  70053 


I’m  37  yrs  old,  but  look  27  (ha,  ha).  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  writing  to  someone  to  be  a  real 
friend.  1  have  2  yrs  to  go,  am  very  outgoing, 
and  I  love  sports.  Barbara  CARTER,  Box  7007, 
Carson  City  NY  89702 


23  yr  old  lesbian  looking  for  a  black  female  that 
loves  to  have  a  lot  of  fun.  Must  be  very  roman¬ 
tic,  and  also  sincere.  Brigetta  JOHNSON, 
327021  (332),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024  - - — 


GM  likes  writing  poetry  and  letters  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  you.  Please  write.  Thomas 
SHANNON,  Rt  1  Box  189,  Moneta  VA  24121. 


I’m  black,  college  grad,  musician,  interested  in 
corresponding  with  anyone  willing  to  reach  out 
to  develop  sincere  friendship.  Not  into  head 
games.  Earl  MARTIN,  86A  4289,  Box  AG, 
Fallsburg  NY  12733. 


I  am  very  interested  in  meeting  a  penpal.  1  do 
not  smoke  or  do  drugs.  I’m  a  vegetarian  and 
athletic  (swimming  and  basketball),  love  soft 
music  and  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  put 
me  in  a  nice  ad.  Gregory  UZZELL,  Rt  1  Box 
36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 


Everyone  who  wrote  me  when  I  was  at  Oxford 
Wisc'(Ted,  this  means  you!)  can  now  write  me 
at:  Linda  OSTERHOUT,  33616-019,  3901 
Klein  Blvd,  Lompoc  CA  93436. 


Very  sexy  lonely  prisoner  here  would  love  to 
hear  from  all  of  you  sexy  guys  out  there.  Look¬ 
ing  for  a  lover  and  sexy  love  letters.  Robert 
EUSTLER,  Box  629-66523,  Florence  AZ 
85232. 


I’m  looking  for  someone  who  has  (like  I  do)  the 
time  and  patience  to  nurture  a  friendship.  I  love 
sports,  outdoors  and  books.  Also  writing  letters 
and  getting  to  know  someone.  Ronald 
JOHNSTON,  44872,  29-J,  Parchman  MS 
38738 


I‘m  Black,  looking  for  someone  that’s  good 
looking  well  hung  and  big  butted  for  a  one  on 
one  relationship.  He  have  to  love  sex.  I’m  a  TS. 
Michael  HOWARD,  188-929,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I  will  like  to  meet  a  transexual  or  TV.  I  will  be 
complete  honest.  No  game  or  money.  I’m  just 
lonely.  1  need  some  body  to  write,  and  be 
friends.  Bennie  Lee  SMITH,  071034,  Box  2000 
A-10,  Blountstown  FL  32424. 


I’m  incarcerated  here  in  prison  where  it’s  really 
hard  to  face  each  day  as  being  a  Gay  Person 
because  there  is  lots  of  hate  and  abuse  directed 
at  us  from  everyone  just  because  we  know  and 
express  our  identity  as  we  really  are  which  is  just 
as  human  as  they  are  but  they  don’t  understand 
or  should  I  say  don’t  want  to  except  or  unders¬ 
tand.  I’d  love  to  have  correspondences  with 
another  Gay  Person  who  is  interested  in 
building  a  future  relationship  with  me.  Please 
write  soon.  I’m  here  ali  alone.  Donnie 
CROUCH,  360400,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851 


Attention:  seeking  new  friends.  Please  write.  I 
can  assure  you  you  will  not  be  disappointed. 
Matter  of  fact  you  shall  be  surprised.  Frank 
OTIS,  1 17543,  100  Warrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL 
35023. 


I’m  a  prisoner  who  has  no  family.  Am  49,  in 
good  health,  black  and  will  write  ALL  people, 
any  race.  I  do  art  work  and  legal  work  and  stay 
in  shape.  I  would  like  to  write  free  people.  Al 
HENDERSON,  Box  35101  (C-U  2C20), 
Florence  AZ  85232. 
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1 7  Monday  □  Trinity  Ondona  (pictured  third  from 
left  at  her  lesbian  wedding)  will  narrate  “Breaking 
Silence,”  a  slide  show  celebrating  Asian  lesbianism 
past  and  present.  Sponsored  by  the  Alliance  of 
Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  and  Gays 
at  MIT.  Info:  617/926-3850. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event.  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


1 5  Saturday 

Billerica  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society  mon¬ 
thly  meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  The  Gaylaxians,  PO  Box 
1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  MA  021 17. 

Waltham  □  Waltham  Battered  Women  Support  Com¬ 
mittee  sponsors  a  walkathon.  Ten  kilometers,  with  a 
party  afterwards  on  the  Waltham  Common.  Info:  jane 
617/891-0724. 

Boston  □  Meet  at  North  Station  ticket  windows  for 
Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood  Group  trip  to  Con¬ 
cord.  Ilam.  Info:  617/437-0421,  617/247-2322. 

Cambridge  □  Joint  Forces  Dance  Company  and 
Andrew  Harwood  present  U.S.  premiere  of  their  most 
recent  collaborative  work.  Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts 
Center,  41  Second  St.  8pm.  $9/general,  $7/student, 
senior.  Info:  6 1 7/577- 1 400. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
men,  monthly  meeting.  Guest  speaker,  Kevin  Cathcart  of 
GLAD  on  legal  rights.  Refreshments,  socializing.  Visitors 
welcome.  2-4pm.  SI.  Info:  Box  352,  Reading  MA  01867. 

Quabbin  Reservoir  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 

foliage  off-road  cycling,  30  miles.  Meet  at  10:30am.  Info: 
Bob  617/266-3812. 

Amherst  □  UMass  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/ae  first  an¬ 
nual  homecoming  for  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual  alum¬ 
ni/ae.  Events  include  workshops  on  anti-gay  violence  and 
coming-out  to  parents.  Through  10/16. 

Waltham  □  Boston  Strikers  vs  N.Y.  Rockets.  Gay  soc¬ 
cer  at  Femald  Field,  400  Trapelo  Rd.  2pm. 

Cambridge  □  CASA  Yard  Sale  for  peace  and  justice 
in  Central  America.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  I0am-4pm.  Info:  617/492-8699. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
presents  "Banding  Together,"  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Bands  of  America  in  Concert.  Special  guests,  Rhode 
Island  Feminist  Chorus  and  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  Jordan  Hall,  Huntington  Ave.  and  Gainsborough 
St.  8pm.  $8  &  Si 2. 

Boston  □  “Massage  and  Talk"  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  551  Tremont  St.  7:30-  10:30pm.  SI2.  Info: 
617/522-9164. 

Harvard,  MA  □  Three  Apples  Storytelling  Festival 
opening  performance  includes  tales  by  Jennifer  Justice. 
8pm.  Free.  Info:  617/628-5865. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  monthly 
potluck.  Bring  a  dish  to  share  and  a  non-alcoholic 
beverage.  Newcomers  welcome.  First  Church  Hall  at 
Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  Kenn  617/524-8337; 
Margaret  617/524-8070. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  apple  picking.  Meet  at 
Workmen's  Circle  for  carpooling,  1762  Beacon  St. 
1:30pm.  Info  and  rides:  617/782-8894. 


17  Monday 


Boston  □  Virginia  Apuzzo  speaks  on  the  topic  “You 
Don't  Have  To  Be  Gay  To  Support  Gay  Rights:  On  Valu¬ 
ing  Diversity."  Simmons  College  Main  Campus  Building, 
Rm.  CI03,  300  The  Fenway.  7:30pm.  Free. 

Cambridge  □  Breaking  Silence.  Slide  show  and 
discussion.  All  are  welcome.  Alliance  of  Massachusetts 
Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  (AMALGM)  and  Gays  at  MIT 
(GAMIT).  MIT,  Room  4-231.  7pm.  $3  or  more  if  you  can. 
Info:  617/926-3850. 

Boston  □  Meeting  to  organize  a  steering  committee  for 
"Celebration  '90:  Gay  Games  III  and  Cultural 
Festival.”  Everyone  is  welcome  and  encouraged  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7pm. 


Cambridge  □  Crash  VIII,  eighth  annual  dance  spon¬ 
sored  by  Gays  at  MIT.  Beer  and  wine  served.  Walker 
Memorial,  142  Memorial  Dr.  9pm- 1  am.  $3/students,  $4 
others.  Info:  617/253-5440. 

Lakeville  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  mountain  bik¬ 
ing.  Info:  Lisa  617/288-3141. 

Randolph  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South  East 
Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Randolph  County  Club.  9pm- 
midnight.  $5.  Info:  40'/t3 1 -0822. 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 


Sunday 


22  Saturday 


Boston  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  full-day 
training  session.  Required  of  all  new  speakers.  New 
minority  speakers  especially  encouraged  to  attend.  Bring 
bag  lunch.  UMass/Boston  Park  Sq.  campus,  100  Arlington 
St.  I0am-4:30pm.  Info:  617/354-0133. 

Cambridge  □  A  concert  with  Deirdre  McCalla  to 

support  the  struggle  for  women's  rights  and  reproductive 
freedom.  To  benefit  the  National  Organization  for 
Women.  ASL-interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard  U.  8pm.  $  1 7/adv. .  $  1 9/door.  Info: 
617/782-1056. 


1 8  T uesday 


23  Sunday 


Boston  □  Open  rehearsals  10/18  and  10/25  for 
Batucada  Belles,  Boston's  women's  percussion  band 
playing  African,  Brazilian,  and  Afro-Cuban  rhythms. 
Women  of  all  colors  and  sexual  persuasions  welcome.  Ex¬ 
perience  welcome  but  not  necessary.  Enthusiasm  a  must. 
Modest  dues.  Rehearsals  7-9  Tuesdays.  Info: 
617/884-4241. 

Dorchester  □  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Veterans  meeting.  With  guest  speaker  on  veterans'  ser¬ 
vices.  32  Leonard  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/288-5974. 

Cambridge  □  Safe  Sex  Workshop  for  women.  The 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Rita  Mae  Brown  signs  copies  of  her  new 
novel,  “Bingo,"  at  Waldenbooks,  2  Center  Plaza  (Gov’t. 
Center).  5-6pm.  Info:  617/523-3044. 

Newton  □  Healing  service  for  all  those  affected  by 
AIDS.  ASL-interpreted.  Reception  to  follow.  St.  Jean's 
Church,  253  Watertown  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/332-0445. 


Cambridge  □  Local  author  Kathi  Maio  celebrates  the 
publication  of  her  book  "Feminist  in  the  Dark:  Reviewing 
the  Movies."  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  in  watching  "The 
Goldbergs,"  a  1950s  situation  comedy.  Followed  by  a 
discussion  of  the  portrayal  of  the  Jewish  family  in  the  mass 
media.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  7pm.  Info: 
617/782-8894. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  lesbian  nurses, 
nurse  clinicians,  and  nursing  students  to  discuss 
social  and  professional  issues,  direction,  and  name  of 
group.  Potluck  dinner  in  safe  environment.  Info: 
617/625-7643,  617/666-1466. 

25  T uesday 

Boston  □  Open  rehearsal  for  Batucada  Belles.  See 
10/18  listing. 


Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7;30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Allston  □  Lesbian  volleyball.  All  skills  welcome.  Will  teach 
those  who  don't  know  how  to  play.  Coached  drills  and  scrim¬ 
mage.  Through  November.  West  End  House,  105  Allston  St. 
2:30-5:30pm.  $2.  Info:  Ann  617/524-4884. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  On  10/16, 
guest  Randy  Shilts,  author  of  "And  the  Band  Played  On.” 
WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1 :30pm. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  10/17,  "Dating";  10/24, 
“Being  Gay  in  the  Workplace."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


T  uesday 


19  Wednesday 


26  Wednesday 


Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  meets  to  plan  for 
winter  activities  in  Rhode  Island  and  on  the  Cape.  Bring 
munchies  and  a  friend.  7pm.  Info:  Michael  617/522-9194. 

Somerville  □  Sara  Laughs  performs  with  Miss  Bliss. 
Johnny  D’s,  17  Holland  St.,  Davis  Sq.  9pm.  Info: 


Boston  □  Streetsafe,  the  Fenway’s  neighborhood 
crime  prevention  program,  begins  another  round  of  crime 
watch  volunteer  training.  Info:  617/262-0060. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Mothers  and  Daughters  The 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7:30pm. 
Info:  617/49-ACT-UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 


Northampton  □  SHELIX  S/M  support  meeting. 
Discussion  topic:  "Living  Our  Fantasies  of  Who  We  Are 
through  S/M."  New  women  welcome.  8pm.  Info: 
413/584-7616. 

16  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Louise  Rafkin.  author  of  "Different 
Daughters,"  celebrates  her  new  anthology,  "Unholy 
Alliances:  New  Women's  Fiction."  With  Patricia  Roth- 
Schwartz  and  Barbara  Selfridge.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Somerville  □  Somerville/Medford/Arlington  Lesbian 
potluck.  6pm.  Info:  617/625-7247. 

Boston  □  “Voices,"  a  musical  celebration  of  the  whale, 
with  Paul  Winter,  Judy  Collins,  Patty  Larkin,  and  Buskin  & 
Batteau.  To  benefit  the  Long  Term  Research  Institute. 
Symphony  Hall.  8pm.  $18.50-525.  Info:  617/259-0423. 


617/776-9667. 

20  Thursday 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theater  Company  presents  The 
Mystery  of  Irma  Vep.  Oct.  20-23,  27-30;  Nov.  3-6, 
11-13.  Paramount  Penthouse  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St. 
8pm  Thu. -Sat.,  6pm  Sun.  $15.  Info:  617/426-3550. 

21  Friday 

Boston  □  Ten  Percent  Revue  in  their  only  New 
England  appearance  this  fall.  Simmons  College  Alumnae 
Hall,  comer  of  Brookline  Ave.  and  Short  St.  8pm. 
56/public,  Free/Simmons  community. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  the  first  in  a  series  of 
conversational  Hebrew  lessons.  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/782-8894. 


28  Friday 

Providence,  Rl  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South 
East  Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Body  Lab,  568  S.  Main  St. 
8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  expenences  and  stones  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  expenence  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End  Info:  617/574-9433. 


Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  8 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  617/426-4469 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 

meets  for  HIV  positive.  PWA  s,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and 
the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of 
HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be 
of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Info:  Brian  617/267-1154.  Joseph  617/357-6926 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  The  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Rhinestones  are  a  boy’s 
best  friend 


Liberace... Behind  the  Music  is  heavy  on  the  glitter  but 

light  on  reality 


Liberace:  Behind  the  Music.  With  Victor 
Garber  and  Maureen  Stapleton.  A  CBS-TV  movie. 
October  9,  1988. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

iberace:  Behind  the  Music  is  a  two-hour 
TV  movie  based  on  the  life  and  death 
of  the  first  flamboyant  closet  queen 
ever  to  be  widely  accepted  and  taken  to  the 
collective  heart  of  U.S.  pop  culture.  As  the 
“unauthorized”  biography,  it  serves  as  the 
final  testament,  the  nail  in  the  coffin  if  you 
will,  of  “Mister  Showmanship.”  An 
“authorized”  version  of  Liberace’s  life 
story,  produced  with  the  full  cooperation 
and  endorsement  of  those  who  guard  the 
Liberace  image  and  hold  the  deed  on  his 
future  royalties,  was  filmed  and  broadcast 
earlier  this  month  by  the  ABC  television  net¬ 
work. 

But  who  wants  to  spend  two  hours  watch¬ 
ing  the  “official”  story  of  a  man  whose  en- 
^  tire  career  was  a  built  on  a 
IJE|g:  duplicitous  effort  to  conceal  the 
*  ■  truth  of  his  homosexuality?  Here 

was  a  guy  who  sued  (and  won !)  a  slander  suit 
in  the  fifties  against  a  gossip  rag  which 
claimed  that  his  theme  song  should  not  be 
“I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,”  but  “Mad  About  the 
Boy”  —  even  though  it  was  true.  A  guy  who 
was  sued  for  palimony  by  his  male  chauffeur 
and  still  denied  his  homosexuality.  A  guy 
who  wore  more  make  up  and  glitter  than 
Boy  George,  David  Bowie,  Elton  John  and 
Cher  combined.  This  was  a  guy  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  who  wanted  his  public  to  think, 
and  desperately  tried  to  convince  himself, 
that  he  was  anemic  from  a  watermelon  diet 
—  all  because  he  so  loathed  his  own 
homosexuality  that  he  couldn’t  imagine  his 
public  ever  accepting  it  (even  though  they 
did  from  the  get-go!).  Here  then,  was  a  man 
with  an  agenda.  So  who  cares  what  the 
Liberace  estate-sanctioned  movie  had  to  say 
in  its  official  bio-film?  They’re  just  bound 
to  continue  the  lies  in  the  guise  of  myth¬ 
making  when  what  I  want  is  the  dirt,  and 
...Behind  the  Music  promised  it. 

Victor  Garber,  who  played  Jesus  in  the 
movie  version  of  Godspell,  gave  what  turned 
out  to  be  a  remarkable  performance  in  a  ter¬ 
rible  movie.  He  loses  himself  in  the  Liberace 
character  and  brings  him  some  dignity  not 
readily  supplied  by  the  script.  Maureen 


The  myth  behind  the  man? 

Stapleton  plays  his  overbearing  mother 
Frances,  doing  a  terrific  job  with  a  part  writ¬ 
ten  one-dimensionally. 

Obviously,  the  script  is  the  problem. 


Liberace’s  long-time  friend  and  assistant 
Seymour  Heller  served  as  a  technical  advisor 
for  this  film,  and  surprise,  Seymour  Heller  is 
a  major  character  in  it.  But  so  is  Homosex¬ 


uality,  always  lurking  and  threatening  to 
unseat  Liberace  from  atop  his  glitter  throne. 
But  Homosexuality  isn’t  the  only  baddie  in 
...Behind  the  Music.  Every  single  woman  is 
pictured  as  inadvertently  harmful  or 
deliberately  destructive  of  Liberace  and/or 
his  career.  In  fact,  you’d  be  hard-pressed  to 
uncover  a  more  anti-woman  teleplay  in  the 
past  year.  Liberace’s  mother  practically 
smothered  the  sissy  (and  implicitly  caused 
his  queerness);  the  drunk  woman  band 
singer  who  behaved  in  a  sexually  aggressive 
manner  towards  the  hunky  young  pianist  all 
but  sealed  his  fate.  Later  his  fiancee  Joanne 
turns  out  to  be  merely  using  Lee  (as  his  close 
friends  called  him)  to  further  her  own 
career.  When  confronted  with  this  fact, 
Joanne  screams  into  the  phone  that  her 
association  with  Mister  Showmanship  had 
brought  her  three  auditions  for  commer¬ 
cials.  “And  if  you  don’t  like  it  I’ll  go  public 
with  the  truth  about  Lee  and  Rock  Hudson 
and  a  lot  of  others.” 

“Who,  Joanne?  Who?”  I  screamed  at  the 
screen.  And  therein  lies  the  other  problem 
with  this  film.  It  didn’t  tell  us  anything  we 
didn’t  know.  Liberace  was  gay;  everyone 
knew  it,  everyone  always  knew  it.  In  fact  the 
filmmakers  didn’t  really  have  to  say  that  the 
man  was  gay  at  any  point  in  the  script,  so 
they  all  but  chose  not  to.  Even  the 
unauthorized  film  continues  the  silence! 
And  the  closest  Liberace  comes  to  having 
sex  is  when  he  takes  the  hand  of  his  final 
lover  in  the  last  few  minutes  of  the  film.  But 
it’s  like  a  handshake.  And  they’re  supposed 
to  be  on  their  way  to  bed.  The  first  time  he 
ever  really  shows  any  conversational  interest 
in  matters  sexual  is  when  he  tells  that  un¬ 
named  last  lover  “I  suppose  you’re  wonder¬ 
ing  how  1  got  it.  [He  never  says  AIDS.] 
After  Scott  [Thomsen  —  the  palimony 
chauffeur]  left,  I  tried  out  a  few  new 
friends.”  Period.  End  of  discussion. 

There  is  no  arguing  that  those  who  loved 
Liberace’s  pop/classical  hybrid  piano 
noodlings  were  entertained  for  decades  by 
him  —  and  that  he  made  an  obscene 
amount  of  money  doing  it.  But  even  this 
movie’s  inability  to  break  new  ground  in 
telling  his  tale  can’t  change  the  fact  that  he 
was  the  king  of  glitter  queens.  The  king  is 
dead,  long  live  the  king.  □ 


Just  for  us ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


You  can  . . . 

•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss . . . 

•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


AGAIN. 


Applications  for  employment  are 
now  being  accepted.  Please  apply 
in  person  at  51  Stuart  Street  in 
Boston,  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
from  5pm  until  7pm,  and  Saturdays 
from  1pm  until  4pm. 


